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1—1 Lcrtvn signs for Republican 
presidential candidate. 
Rep. Rbn Paul, R-Texas 
line a street outside as he 
campaigns at the Hotel 
Pattee in Perry, Iowa, 

. Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. As 
of Thursday, voters were 
hard-pressed to recall 
details of the candidates’ 
plans to reduce taxes, 
create jobs and shrink the 
government. 

• (AP Photo/Charles 

Dharapak) 
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MICHAEL BARBARO 
ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2011 New York Times 
DES MOINES, Iowa - Jona¬ 
than Gabhart, a 21-year- 
old college student from 
Spencer, Iowa, is leaning 
toward voting for Ron Paul 
because of the Texas law¬ 
maker's unpolished speak¬ 
ing style - a “high-pitched 
squirrelly voice,” as he put 
it. 

“He seems like a real per¬ 
son because of his eccen¬ 
tricities.” Andy Schwaegler, 
a 45-year-old tree farmer 
from Orford, N.H., is drawn 
to Mitt Romney because 
the well-coiffed candidate 
reminds him of his father, a 
business executive. 

“It's something about the 
way he carries himself,” 
Schwaegler said. 

Nancy Weaver, a 60-year- 
old retiree in Grinnell, Iowa, 
favors Rep. Michele Bach- 
mann because the con¬ 
gresswoman raised 23 fos¬ 
ter children. “That’s a huge 
endeavor for any man or 
woman," she said. 

By virtually all accounts, the 
2012 presidential race was 
to hinge on a restless elec¬ 
torate’s overriding worry, 
the troubled U.S. economy. 
But in three dozen inter¬ 
views across Iowa and 
New Hampshire over the 
past few days, voters read¬ 
ily acknowledged that 
their decision would be 
driven as much by person¬ 
al chemistry and biography 
as by political positions and 
policy. Voters were hard- 
pressed to recall details of 
the candidates' plans to 
reduce taxes, create jobs 
and shrink the government. 
Yet voters knew about the 
marriages and mannerisms, 
the faith and careers of the 
candidates, and they brim 
with unvarnished opinions 
about any trait that strikes 
them as admirable - or just 
as likely, annoying. 

“It drives me crazy,” Rose 
Williams, a retired teacher 
in Bridgewater, N.H., said of 
Romney’s voice. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Voters examining candidates, often to a fault 


Continued from Front Page 


“When he’s on TV or on 
a commercial, I put it on 
mute."Gut reactions have 
long guided how voters 
select their president, but 
the strong responses pro¬ 
voked by the large, dispa¬ 
rate Republican field help 
explain why voters seem 
to flirt with one candidate 
after another, hunting for 
a comfortable fit in a time 
of uncertainty. 

“Personality does matter,” 
said Michael Dee, a law¬ 
yer in West Des Moines. 
“Because this person is go¬ 
ing to be on TV all the time 
as president." The empha¬ 
sis on character and per¬ 
sonality is not accidental; 
to some degree, candi¬ 
dates deliberately play up 
elements of their lives that 
appeal to conservative 
voters, especially when 
compared to the personal 
lives of their rivals. 

Romney has rolled out a 
series of television commer¬ 
cials narrated by Ann, his 
wife of 42 years. Bachmann 
rarely misses a chance to 
talk about raising her fos¬ 
ter children. And Rick San- 
torum, the former senator 
from Pennsylvania, has put 
photographs of his seven 
children on political bro¬ 
chures, with this detail: 
“Rick and his wife, Karen, 
have home-schooled each 
of their children." 

That last fact was well- 
known to Dwayne Kriegel, 
a postal carrier in Grinnell, 
who is backing Santorum in 
the caucus on Tuesday. 
“He’s passionate about his 
dedication to family val¬ 


ues," Kriegel said. “The oth¬ 
ers say what they think the 


voters want to hear, while 
he lives it.” 

Those interviewed were 
equally as outspoken 
about what qualities repel 
them. 

Phil Dillingham, 62, a re¬ 
tired manager at Ford Mo¬ 
tor Co. who lives in Moult- 
onborough, N.H., said he 
could never vote for Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas, be¬ 
cause of what he called 
the candidate’s swagger. 
“He strikes me as too Bush¬ 
like, too strutty, too Texan,” 
Dillingham said. 

Eva Dunn, 60, a retired lieu¬ 
tenant colonel in the Air 
Force, has no patience for 
Jon M. Huntsman Jr., the 
former governor of Utah. 
Her objection: his demean¬ 
or in the debates. 


“He comes across as a 
preacher, and I just want to 


take his hands and tie them 
behind his back because 
he’s always pleading,” she 


said. “Holier-than-thou,” 
Dunn added. 

Several voters said they 
were heavily influenced by 
a single strand of the can¬ 
didates’ lives that they felt 
had illuminated their char¬ 
acter and values. 

Harry Spain, 85, who lives in 
Belmont, N.H., said he was 
moved by the story of how 
Romney and his sons had 
rescued a family whose 
boat sank on the state’s 
Lake Winnipesaukee. 

“It tells me he would get 
done what needs to be 
done at any moment,” 
Spain said. After watch¬ 
ing 13 debates and nearly 
a year of campaigning in 
Iowa and New Hampshire, 
many voters described the 
candidates' personalities 
in remarkably similar terms. 
They viewed Romney, for 
instance, as the handsome. 


strait-laced businessman; 
Newt Gingrich as a brilliant 
but volatile politician with 



Nancy Weaver, who favors Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.) 
for the Republican presidential nomination because the 
congresswoman raised 23 foster children, at the Candyland 
Station soda fountain in Grinnell, Iowa, Dec. 29, 2011. The 2012 
presidential race is supposed to hinge on the urgent troubles 
of the American economy, but interviews across Iowa and 
New Hampshire reveal voters readily acknowledged that 
their decision will be driven as much by personal chemistry as 
political positions. 

(Patrick T. Fallon/The New York Times) 



Andy Schwaegler, who likes former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney, a candidate for the Republican 
presidential nomination, because Romney reminds him 
of his father, helps manage the family tree farm in Orford, 
N.H., Dec. 29, 2011. 

(Joseph Sywenkyj/The New York Times) 


“baggage"; Santorum as a 
deeply moral family man; 
and Paul as refreshingly 
blunt yet oddly out of sync. 
Ann Szot, of Keene, N.H., 
said her husband “thinks 
Ron Paul looks like he 
should be sitting on a park 
bench feeding pigeons.” 
Yet he still plans to vote for 
him, she said. 

With the exception of Paul's 
views on foreign policy, vot¬ 
ers tend not to see huge 
differences on major issues 
between the Republican 
candidates. That may en¬ 
courage them to zero on 
finer distinctions. 

Again and again, voters 
pointed to the candidate’s 
personal lives as a guide to 
how they would lead the 
country. Gingrich's two di¬ 
vorces, and his admission 
of adultery, gave pause to 
a number of people. 

“You wonder in times if it will 
affect his judgment,” said 
Zack Pickard, 36, a soft¬ 
ware salesman in New Sha¬ 
ron, Iowa. “Are we going to 
be distracted by his social 
missteps? It's a distraction. 
Your leader should not be 
distracted.” 

Kimber Harmon, 54, who 
described herself as a 
homemaker in Hollis, N.H., 
favors Huntsman, a long- 
married father of seven, ex¬ 
plicitly contrasting his per¬ 
sonal life with that of Gin¬ 
grich. “I’ve been married 
for 32 years," she said. “It 
bothers me.” Huntsman’s 
brood, she said, feels like a 
natural first family. 

“You've got to think of who 
you want to see greeting 
guests at the front door 
of the White House,” she 
said.Q 
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All eyes on German renewable energy efforts 


MELISSA EDDY 
Associated Press 
FELDHEIM, Germany (AP) 

— This tiny village in a wind¬ 
swept corner of eastern 
Germany seems an unlikely 
place for a revolution. 

Yet environmentalists, ex¬ 
perts and politicians from El 
Salvador to Japan to South 
Africa have flocked here in 
the past year to learn how 
Feldheim, with just 145 peo¬ 
ple, is already putting into 
practice Germany’s vision 
of a future powered entire¬ 
ly by renewable energy. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel's 
government passed leg¬ 
islation in June setting the 
country on course to gen¬ 
erate a third of its power 
through renewable sources 

— such as wind, solar, geo¬ 
thermal and bioenergy — 
within a decade, reaching 
80 percent by 2050, while 
creating jobs, increasing 
energy security and reduc¬ 
ing harmful emissions. 

The goals are among the 
world’s most ambitious, and 
expensive, and other indus¬ 


trialized nations from the 
U.S. to Japan are watching 
to see whether transforming 
into a nation powered by 
renewable energy sources 
can really work. 

“Germany can’t afford to 
fail, because the whole 
world is looking at the Ger¬ 
man model and asking, 
can Germany move us to 
new business models, new 
infrastructure?” said Jere¬ 
my Rifkin, a U.S. economist 
who has advised the Euro¬ 
pean Union and Merkel. 

In June, the nation passed 
the 20 percent mark for 
drawing electric power 
from a mix of wind, solar 
and other renewables. That 
compares with about 9 
percent in the United States 
or Japan — both of which 
rely heavily on hydroelec¬ 
tric power, a source that 
has long been used. 
Expanding renewables de¬ 
pends on the right mix of re¬ 
sources, as well as govern¬ 
ment subsidies and invest¬ 
ment incentive — and a 
willingness by taxpayers to 


shoulder their share of the 
burden. Germans currently 
pay a 3.5 euro cent per kilo¬ 
watt-hour tax, roughly €157 
($205) per year for a typical 
family of four, to support 
research and investment 
in and subsidize the pro¬ 
duction and consumption 
of energy from renewable 
sources. That allows for ho¬ 
meowners who install solar 
panels on their rooftops, or 
communities like Feldheim 
that build their own biogas 
plants, to be paid above¬ 
market prices for selling 
back to the grid, to ensure 
that their investment at 
least breaks even. 

Critics, like the Institute for 
Energy Research, based 
in Washington, D.C., main¬ 
tain such tariffs put an un¬ 
fair burden of expanding 
renewables squarely on 
the taxpayer. At the same 
time, to make renewable 
energy work on the larger 
scale, Germany will have to 
pour billions into infrastruc¬ 
ture, including updating its 
gridO 



Wind turbines stand behind houses of the village of Feldheim 
near Berlin, Germany. This tiny village of 37 gray homes and farm 
buildings clustered along the main road in a windswept corner 
of rural eastern Germany seems an unlikely place for a revolu¬ 
tion. Yet environmentalists, experts and politicians from El Salva¬ 
dor to Japan to South Africa have flocked here in the past year 
to learn how Feldheim, a village of just 145 people, is already 
putting into practice Germany’s vision of a future powered en¬ 
tirely by renewable energy. Chancellor Angela Merkel’s govern¬ 
ment passed legislation in June setting the country on course to 
generate a third of its power through renewable sources _ such 
as wind, solar, geothermal and bioenergy _ within a decade, 
reaching 80 percent by 2050, while creating jobs, increasing 
energy security and reducing harmful emissions.The goals are 
among the world’s most ambitious, and expensive, and other 
industrialized nations from the U.S. to Japan are watching to see 
whether transforming into a nation powered by renewable en¬ 
ergy sources can really work. 

(AP Photo/Michael Sohn) 
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Republican field has broad views on executive power 



The lecturn and mics, now for the first time, adorned with the Presidential seal, await President¬ 
elect Barack Obama at his first news conference in Chicago. Even as they advocate for limited 
government, many of the Republican presidential candidates hold expansive views about the 
scope of the executive powers they would wield if elected. 

(Damon Winter/The New York Times) 


CHARLIE SAVAGE 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Even as 
they advocate for limited 
government, many of the 
Republican presidential 
candidates hold expansive 
views about the scope of 
the executive powers they 
would wield if elected - in¬ 
cluding the ability to au¬ 
thorize the targeted killing 
of U.S. citizens they deem 
threats and to launch mili¬ 
tary attacks without con¬ 
gressional permission. 

As Republicans prepare 
to select their party’s 2012 
presidential nominee, Newt 
Gingrich, Jon M. Huntsman 
Jr., Ron Paul, Rick Perry and 
Mitt Romney have provid¬ 
ed detailed answers about 
their views on executive 
power in response to ques¬ 
tions on the topic posed by 
The New York Times. 

The answers show that 
most of them see the com¬ 
mander in chief as having 
the authority to lawfully 
take extraordinary actions if 
he decides doing so is nec¬ 
essary to protect national 
security. Only Paul, the lib¬ 
ertarian-leaning congress¬ 
man from Texas, argued for 
a more limited view of presi¬ 
dential power. The views of 
the other four candidates 
who responded echoed in 
many respects expansive 
legal theories that were 
advanced by President 
George W. Bush. In cer¬ 
tain significant ways, they 
dovetailed as well with the 
assertive posture taken by 
President Barack Obama 
since taking office, like his 
expanded use of drones to 
kill terrorism suspects - in¬ 
cluding a U.S. citizen. 

The answers come against 
the backdrop of a decade 
of disputes over the scope 
and limits of presidential 
authority. Because execu¬ 
tive branch actions are of¬ 
ten secret and courts rarely 
have jurisdiction to review 
them, the views of the presi¬ 
dent - and the lawyers he 
appoints - about the pow¬ 
ers the Constitution gives 
him are far more than an 
academic discussion. 
Instead, in practice, a presi¬ 
dent's views can influence 
such momentous matters 
as whether and how the 
country commits acts of 
warfare abroad, the rights 


of U.S. citizens at home and 
the ability of government 
officials to keep information 
secret from lawmakers, the 
courts and the public. 
Asked to describe the cir¬ 
cumstances under which 
the Constitution permits a 
president to order the tar¬ 
geted killing of a citizen who 
has not been sentenced to 
death by a court, Gingrich, 
Huntsman, Perry and Rom¬ 
ney all said that a president 
could order the killing of a 
citizen who joins an enemy 
force that is at war with the 
United States, at least under 
certain conditions. 

“My preference would be 
to capture, interrogate, 
and prosecute any U.S. 
citizen who has engaged in 
acts of war against the Unit¬ 
ed States,” Romney wrote. 
“But if necessary to defend 
the country, I would be will¬ 
ing to authorize the use of 
lethal force.” The Obama 
administration embraced 
similar reasoning as the ba¬ 
sis for a drone strike in Ye¬ 
men this year that killed An¬ 
war al-Awlaki, an American 
whom executive branch 
officials accused of being a 
terrorist operative. 

Paul, by contrast, de¬ 
scribed the circumstances 
in which a president could 
order the extrajudicial kill¬ 
ing of a citizen in one word: 
“None." Similarly, while Paul 
said that a president should 


not order a military attack 
without congressional per¬ 
mission unless there was an 
imminent threat, the other 
four candidates agreed 
that a president could do 
so if he decided it was nec¬ 
essary. An exception to that 
pattern was the use of sign¬ 
ing sfafements fo claim a 
right to bypass new statutes 

- often, provisions in bills 
that limit executive power 

- a president signs into law. 
The three current and for¬ 
mer governors among fhe 
candidates - Perry, Hunts¬ 
man and Romney - each 
described circumstances in 
which he would use the de¬ 
vice to raise constitutional 
concerns about legislation, 
with Romney outlining the 
most assertive version. 

The two former House col¬ 
leagues, Gingrich and Paul, 
said they would not issue 
such statements. (Gingrich 
has taken a more assertive 
view about constitutional 
disagreements with the ju¬ 
dicial branch, saying presi¬ 
dents may lawfully ignore 
Supreme Court rulings.) 

Two other Republican can¬ 
didates, Michele Bach- 
mann and Rick Santorum, 
did not answer the ques¬ 
tions. Obama did not ei¬ 
ther; his re-election cam¬ 
paign said he had “pursued 
policies that strengthen our 
security" while “upholding 
our laws and values” and 


suggested that he would 
debate such matters in 
greater detail after Repub¬ 
licans chose his opponent. 
Obama - along with Rom¬ 
ney and Paul - participated 
in a similar project by The 
Boston Globe during the 
2008 presidential primary 
campaign. His record in 
office shows how circum¬ 
stances and the assumption 
of power can alter views 
expressed in a campaign. 
Asked if a president could 
bomb Iran without congres¬ 
sional permission, Obama, 
then a senator, said, “The 
president does not have 
power under the Constitu¬ 
tion to unilaterally authorize 
a military attack in a situa¬ 
tion that does not involve 
stopping an actual or immi¬ 
nent threat to the nation.” 
In 2011, after the United Na¬ 
tions approved an air cam¬ 
paign in Libya to protect 
civilians, Obama - without 
congressional permission - 
deployed the U.S. military to 
join NATO allies in airborne 
attacks on Libyan govern¬ 
ment forces. In asserting the 
legality of fhaf sfep, the Jus¬ 
tice Department issued a 
memorandum saying that 
Obama had inherent con¬ 
stitutional power to do so 
because he could “reason¬ 
ably determine that such 
use of force was in the na¬ 
tional interest.” 

Later, Obama also adopt¬ 


ed the view - overruling 
Justice Department and 
Pentagon lawyers - that he 
could lawfully continue the 
bombing and drone strikes 
beyond a 60-day clock im¬ 
posed by the War Powers 
Resolution because they 
did not constitute the sort 
of “hostilities” regulated 
by that law. In the survey 
answers. Perry criticized 
that approach, arguing 
that Obama should have 
instead asserted that the 
War Powers Resolution was 
an unconstitutional con¬ 
straint on his wartime pow¬ 
ers rather than employing 
“a convoluted, unbeliev¬ 
able definition of ‘hostili¬ 
ties.’ ” 

Presidential power has 
been growing since the 
early years of fhe Cold War 
and ratcheted forward un¬ 
der the Bush administration, 
which asserted sweep¬ 
ing theories of presidential 
powers to bypass statutory 
and treaty constraints, justi¬ 
fying a range of detention, 
interrogation and surveil¬ 
lance policies. As a can¬ 
didate, Obama accused 
Bush of undermining the 
Constitution. 

After taking office, Obama 
ordered strict adherence 
to anti-torture rules; justified 
his counterterrorism policies 
as authorized by Congress 
and consistent with inter¬ 
national law, rather than 
invoking any inherent pow¬ 
ers as commander in chief; 
and sought to handle ter¬ 
rorism cases that arise on 
domestic soil exclusively 
through the criminal justice 
system rather than using 
the military. Still, Obama 
has outraged civil libertar¬ 
ians by keeping in place 
the outlines of many Bush- 
era policies, like indefinite 
detention and military com¬ 
missions for terrorism sus¬ 
pects. And in the Libya air 
war and the targeted killing 
of Awlaki, he went beyond 
Bush’s executive-power re¬ 
cord. 

ON EXECUTIVE POWERWith 
the Iowa caucuses and the 
New Hampshire primary just 
days away, five Republi¬ 
can presidential contend¬ 
ers responded to a survey 
on executive power by The 
New York Times. Here are 
some of the candidates’ 
answers. □ 
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Cities’ cost cuttings leave residents in the dark 


MONICA DAVEY 
© 2011 New York Times 
HIGHLAND PARK, Mich. - 

When the sun sets in this 
small city, its neighbor¬ 
hoods seem to vanish. 

In a deal to save money, 
two-thirds of the street¬ 
lights were yanked from 
the ground and hauled 
away this year, and the 
resulting darkness is a look 
that is familiar in the wide 
open cornfields of Iowa 
but not here, in a struggling 
community surrounded on 
nearly all sides by Detroit. 
Parents say they now worry 
more about allowing their 
children to walk to school 
early in the morning. Mo¬ 
torists complain that they 
often cannot see pedestri¬ 
ans until headlights - and 
cars - are right upon them. 
Some residents say they 
are reshaping their lives to 
fit the hours of daylight, as 
the members of the Rev. D. 
Alexander Bullock’s church 
did recently when they 
urged him to move up Sat¬ 
urday Bible study to 4 p.m. 
from the usual 7 p.m. 

“It's just too dark," said Bull¬ 
ock, of Greater St. Matthew 
Baptist Church. “I come out 
of the church, and I can't 
see what’s in front of me. 
What happened to our 
streetlights is what happens 
when politicians lose hope. 


All kinds of crazy decisions 
get made, and citizens lose 
faith in the process.” 


Cities around the nation, 
grappling with what is ex¬ 
pected to be a fifth con¬ 
secutive year of declining 
revenues and having ex¬ 
hausted the predictable 
budget trims, are increas¬ 
ingly considering some¬ 
thing that would once 
have been untouchable: 
the lights. 

Highland Park's circum¬ 
stances are extreme: with 
financial woes so deep 
and long term, it has extin¬ 


guished all but 500 street¬ 
lights in a city accustomed 
to 1,600, utility company of¬ 


ficials say. 

But similar efforts have 
played out in dozens of 
towns and cities, like Myrtle 
Creek, Ore., Clintonville, 
Wis., Brainerd, Minn., Santa 
Rosa, Calif., and Rockford, 
III. What distinguishes these 
latest austerity measures is 
how noticeable they are to 
ordinary residents. If health 
care cuts, pay cuts, layoffs 
and furloughs - and even 
limits on enforcing building 
codes or maintaining parks 


- are most apparent to the 
people inside city halls, ev¬ 
eryone notices when his 
streetlights go dark (and 
some cities, like Colorado 
Springs, where the issue 
boiled over, have already 
resumed some lighting 
when revenues allowed). 
Turning off the lights has 
drawn grumpy crowds 
to city council meetings, 
stirred jealousy among 
neighborhoods and neigh¬ 
bors, and set off conversa¬ 


tions about crime. 

“I go around town, and 
even I think some areas 
seem a little darker than 


they should be,” said Tim 
Hanson, the public works 
director in Rockford, where 
officials turned off 2,300 
of the city’s 14,000 lights. 
“It was not anything that I 
wanted to do, and it was 
nothing that the mayor or 
aldermen wanted to do, 
but it’s like your own bud¬ 
get at home - we can’t af¬ 
ford this anymore.” 

Here in Highland Park, that 
had been true for a while. 
Over a matter of years, the 


city accumulated a debt 
of about $4 million to DTE 
Energy, the utility compa¬ 
ny. □ 



A street devoid of streetlights, which were removed this year 
to save the city money, in Highland Park, Mich. Cities around 
the nation, grappling with what is expected to be a fifth 
consecutive year of declining revenues and having exhausted 
the predictable budget trims, are increasingly considering 
something that would once have been untouchable: the lights. 

(Fabrizio Costantini/The New York Times) 



A streetlight, like one of the many that were removed this 
year to save the city money, in Highland Park, Mich. Cities 
around the nation, grappling with what is expected to be a fifth 
consecutive year of declining revenues and having exhausted 
the predictable budget trims, are increasingly considering 
something that would once have been untouchable: the lights. 

(Fabrizio Costantini/The New York Times) 
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Today’s Cable Guy is 


AMY CHOZICK 
© 2011 New York Times 

The cable guy is becoming 
sleeker and more 
sophisticated, just like the 
televisions and computers 
he installs. 

Long depicted as slovenly 
cranks who dodged 
growling dogs and tracked 
mud on the living room 
carpet, cable guys (and 
gals) these days often 
have backgrounds in 
engineering and computer 
science. That kind of training 
is now required - along with 
a new dress code for some, 
calling for button-down 
dress shirts and slacks - as 
cable companies and their 
telephone rivals try to lure 
customers and increase 
revenue with a suite of 
products like cloud-based 


cable boxes and iPad 
apps that let subscribers set 
recording times remotely. 
All that means added 
pressure for installers and 
new requirements for a job 
that traditionally appealed 
to high school graduates 
looking for reliable blue- 
collarwork. 

“Back in my day, you called 
the phone company, we 
hooked it up, gave you 
a phone book and left,” 
said Paul Holloway, an 
area manager based in 
Denton, Texas, and a 30- 
year employee of Verizon, 
which offers phone, 
Internet, television and 
home monitoring services 
through its FiOS fiber optic 
network. “These days 
people are connecting 
iPhones, Xboxes and 17 
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upgraded and better-dressed 


other devices in the home." 
Robert Kolb, a 33-year-old 
installation and service 
supervisor for Comcast's 
Xfinity television, phone 
and Internet service, has 
a one-year certification in 
network engineering. He 
wore pressed slacks and 
a sporty fleece jacket on 
a recent Internet upgrade 
job in the Philadelphia 
suburbs, where he worked 
on a company-issued 
MacBook laptop and 
had a waterproof hand¬ 
held computer that could 
withstand a five-foot drop. 
He was checking the 
family's existing Internet 
service, which had been 
spotty, strained by the 
home’s six computers and 
multiple iPhones. 

“My genius husband had 
the router in the basement," 
joked the homeowner, 
Kathleen Hassinger, a 
39-year-old mother of three 
daughters. 

Kolb helped Hassinger set 
up her digital cable box 
while his colleague, Byron 
Smith, installed a “wireless 
gateway,” transforming 
an unused stairwell into 
a control room for the 
modem and router that 
can handle at least 24 
devices at 22 megabytes 
per second. 

Kolb sighed slightly as the 


job was almost complete. 
“What I learned yesterday 
could be outdated 
tomorrow,” he said. 

To make sure he stays up 
to date, Comcast requires 
him and other installers to 
take classes at an in-house 
training facility known as 
Comcast University. 

The surge in high-tech 
offerings comes at a critical 
time for cable companies 
competing in an 
increasingly Internet-based 
marketplace. Today, more 
than 90 percent of the 
115.9 million U.S. homes 
with televisions subscribe to 


Robert Kolb holds one of the 
devices used to install cable, 
in Philadelphia. 

(Sabina Louise Pierce/The 
New York Times) 

basic cable, either from a 
cable operator or a satellite 
or phone company, 
according to Nielsen. 

The nearly saturated 
marketplace means growth 
for cable companies must 
come from all the extras 
like high-speed Internet 
service, home security, 
digital recording devices 
and other high-tech 
upgrades. In 2011 Comcast 
introduced 16 products, 
more than the previous two 
years combined.Q 


Byron Smith, of Comcast's Xfinity television, phone and Internet 
service, syncs a clients laptop with their new cable package, in 
Philadelphia. 

(Sabina Louise Pierce/The New York Times) 



Robert Kolb, an installation and service supervisor for Comcast's 
Xfinity television, phone and Internet service, shows Kathleen 
Hassinger her new cable installation in Philadelphia. Cable in¬ 
stallers are now often required to have backgrounds in engineer¬ 
ing and computer science, which has added new requirements 
for a job that traditionally appealed to high-school graduates 
looking for reliable blue-collar work. 

(Sabina Louise Pierce/The New York Times) 
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North Korea vows no change despite new leadership 



Chinese paramilitary police officers march near the customs 
office Friday Dec. 30, 2011, one day after of a memorial ser¬ 
vice for the late North Korean leader Kim Jong II, in Dandong, 
a Chinese city bordering with North Korea. North Korea said 
Friday that rival South Korea and other nations should not ex¬ 
pect any change from the country’s new leadership. 

(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 


PYONGYANG, North Korea 
(AP) — North Korea warned 
rival South Korea and the 
rest of the world Friday not 
to expect any change after 
Kim Jong M's death, sending 
a tough message as Kim’s 
young son strengthened his 
position as supreme leader. 
North Korea’s powerful Na¬ 
tional Defense Commission 
said that the country would 
never deal with South Kore¬ 
an President Lee Myung-bak, 
a conservative who stopped 
a no-strings-attached aid 
policy toward the North in 
2008, and that it would unite 
around new leader Kim Jong 
Un. 

The stern message came a 
day after North Korea ended 
official mourning for Kim Jong 
II and declared Kim Jong Un 


supreme leader of the rul¬ 
ing party and military at a 
massive public memorial 
for the elder Kim. 


The top levels of govern¬ 
ment have unified around 
Kim Jong Un, who is in late 
20s, in the wake of his fa¬ 


ther's death Dec. 17. 

“We declare solemnly and 
confidently that the fool¬ 
ish politicians around the 
world, including the pup¬ 
pet group in South Korea, 
should not expect any 
change from us,” the Na¬ 
tional Defense Commission 
said in a statement. “We 
will never deal with the trai¬ 
tor group of Lee Myung- 
bak.” 

The commission said the 
“evil misdeeds” of the Lee 
administration reached a 
peak when it prevented 
South Koreans from visit¬ 
ing North Korea to pay 
respects to Kim Jong II, ex¬ 
cept for two delegations 
led by a former first lady 
and a business leader, both 
of whose husbands had ties 


to North Korea. 

The North’s statement is 
a warning for Seoul not to 
take the new leadership 
lightly, said Koh Yu-hwan, 
a North Korea expert at 
Seoul’s Dongguk University. 
“It is also raising the stakes 
in case the South wants 
better relations so Pyong¬ 
yang can extract greater 
concessions” during any 
later talks, Koh said. 

He added that it's “too ear¬ 
ly to say the North is dash¬ 
ing hopes for reforms." 
Indeed, the North, while 
blasting the South’s leader, 
offered a bit of hope for im¬ 
proved ties with the South, 
saying it “will continue to 
push hard toward the path 
of improved relations.”□ 


India anti-corruption 

MUNEEZA NAQVI opposition lawmakers. The 

Associated Press bill becomes a law after 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
Parliament was unable to 
pass an anti-corruption bill 
that had been cleared by 
the powerful lower house 
earlier this week, leaving 
the controversial legisla¬ 
tion in limbo. The upper 
house debated the bill for 
more than 13 hours Thurs¬ 
day before adjourning at 
midnight without clear¬ 
ing it, indefinitely delaying 
potential passage of the 
government’s “Lokpal,” or 
watchdog, bill. The lower 
house passed the anti-graft 
bill Tuesday after hours of 
fierce debate with several 
amendments suggested by 


both houses of Parliament 
pass it and send it to the 
president for her signature. 
Parliament will reconvene 
early next year, though the 
date is unclear. It must re¬ 
convene by March to pass 
the budget for the next 
year. Like the lower house, 
the upper house saw im¬ 
passioned, often angry 
debate, with opposition 
parties calling the bill weak 
and ineffective. The gov¬ 
ernment's own allies also 
had issues with a section 
of the proposed legislation 
that allowed the central 
government to create an 
anti-corruption ombuds- 


law doesn’t clear Parliament 


man for the states, who 
they said should be free to 
enact their own anti-cor¬ 
ruption legislation. 

Abhishek Manu Singhvi, a 
member of the ruling Con¬ 
gress party, accused the 
opposition of not making 
any constructive sugges¬ 
tions regarding the law, 
but “opposing for the sake 
of opposing." The legisla¬ 
tive showdown was the 
culmination of months of 
charged political debate 
and public protests that 
brought tens of thousands 
of middle-class Indians fed 
up with rampant corruption 
into the streets and put a 
scandal-plagued govern¬ 
ment on the defensive. □ 



Buddhist monks are seen at a monastery in the town of 
Bodhgaya, believed to be the place where Buddha at¬ 
tained enlightenment, ahead of the Kalachakra Buddhist 
festival in Bihar, India, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. India's 
Parliament was unable to pass an anti-corruption bill that 
had been cleared by the powerful lower house earlier this 
week, leaving the controversial legislation in limbo. 

(AP Photo/Altaf Qadri) 
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Viennese Cafe Icon Hawelka dead at 100 


GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Andy War¬ 
hol stopped by for a cup of 
his coffee. So did princes, 
paupers, playwrights, poets 
and untold thousands for 
whom a visit to Vienna was 
unthinkable without a cup 
of steaming brew served 
by the bow-tied little man 
with the perpetual dancing 
smile. 

In this city of more than 1,900 
cafes, Leopold Hawelka 
was an icon, as much part 
of Cafe Hawelka as its ta¬ 
bles — scarred by burned- 
out cigarettes, their marble 
tops worn smooth by the 
elbows of four generations. 
He served tourists, the rich 
and the famous, and the 
neediest of the needy — 
the ragged Viennese mass¬ 
es who crowded his estab¬ 
lishment over a free glass of 
water to escape the cold 
of their bombed-out city af¬ 
ter World War II. 

Hawelka's daughter, Herta, 
said he died in his sleep and 
“without pain” Thursday 
aged 100 — leaving be¬ 
hind a legacy as intimately 
linked with the city as any 
of its splendid palaces or 
sumptuous art collections. 
Cafe Hawelka was nev¬ 
er posh. But while costly 
makeovers left other cafes 
soulless, Hawelka’s grew in 
charm with each layer of 
patina laid down over the 
more then 70 years of un- 
gentrified existence that 


left it little changed from 
the bleak postwar days. 
Today — as generations 
ago — tuxedoed waiters flit 
around tables, precariously 
balancing countless Vien¬ 
nese coffee varieties and 
trademark yeast dumplings 
on silver trays. Wooden wall 
paneling is lovingly scarred 
by the initials of visitors and 
paintings exchanged for a 
cup of coffee by impover¬ 
ished artists in the 1940s still 
hang on the walls. 

Even the ashtrays survived 
Vienna’s no-smoking laws 
— though staff put them 
out in recent years only 
when ordered to do so by 
Hawelka, keeping a sharp 
eye on things from a stuffed 
brocade couch in the back 
of his establishment. 

Though his visits grew in¬ 
creasingly rare as he 
neared 100, Hawelka left no 
doubt who was in charge 
when he did drop by. 

“He remains our director- 
general,” said grandson Mi¬ 
chael Hawelka earlier this 
year. “Whenever he is here, 
he's the boss.” 

It was this sense of tradition 
that made Cafe Hawelka 
special — along with remi¬ 
niscences from the unas¬ 
suming owner and his late 
wife, Josefine. Some of their 
best stories stretched back 
to the immediate postwar 
years, when — split into 
Soviet, United States, Brit¬ 
ish and French zones — Vi¬ 
enna was the place of in¬ 
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trigue reflected by the film 
classic “The Third Man.” 
Paying tribute to the man 
and his legacy, Austrian 
Culture Minister Claudia 
Schmied described him 
Thursday as a “legend of 
coffee house culture.” 

The son of a shoemaker, 
Hawelka opened the cof¬ 
feehouse in 1938, only to 
close it a year later when 
he was drafted into Hit¬ 
ler's army. A survivor of 
the deadly Soviet front, he 
reopened in 1945 — to a 
cold and hungry clientele 
that reflected the grimness 
of those years. 

“As soon as they saw smoke 
curling out of the stovepipe 
they came,” Hawelka told 
The Associated Press in a 
2001 interview. “It was a 
sign that we, at least, had 
it warm. Some of them sat 
there the whole day over a 
glass of water so that they 
could stay warm.'O 



Leopold Hawelka, 90, poses with his wife Josefine, 85, in front of 
Cafe Hawelka, which they have owned for 63 years, in down¬ 
town Vienna, Austria, in this April 26, 2001 file photo. In this city 
of 1,900 cafes, Leopold Hawelka was an icon, as much part of 
Cafe Hawelka as its tables _ scarred by burned-out cigarettes, 
their marble tops worn smooth by the elbows of four genera¬ 
tions. Andy Warhol stopped by for a cup of his coffee. So did 
princes, paupers, playwrights, poets and untold thousands for 
whom a visit to Vienna was unthinkable without a cup of steam¬ 
ing brew served by the bow-tied little man with the perpetual 
dancing smile. Hawelka’s daughter, Herta, said he died Thurs¬ 
day aged 100. 

(AP Photo/Martin Gnedt, file ) 
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Newly released files detail Thatcher’s 1981 crisis 


DAVID STRINGER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Rioting on 
Britain’s streets and criticism 
from colleagues during an 
economic crisis tested the 
mettle of Margaret Thatch¬ 
er. Government documents 
released Friday detail how 
early challenges shaped 
the woman who dominat¬ 
ed the country’s political 
life for 11 years. 

Official records for 1981 
released by the National 
Archives depict a prime 
minister grappling with vio¬ 
lent dissent, rising tensions in 
Northern Ireland and sharp 
criticism from her own al¬ 
lies. The papers were being 
made public just five days 
before the London pre¬ 
miere of “The Iron Lady," 
the film abouf Thafcher's 
career starring Meryl Streep. 
The documents were made 
public under Britain’s policy 
of withholding sensitive offi¬ 
cial documents for 30 years. 
Elected in 1979, Thatcher 
— now aged 86 — early on 
cut public spending and 
prioritized efforts to tame 
Britain's rocketing inflation 
rate, bringing a dramatic 
fall in industrial output and 
pushing unemployment 
to 2.5 million. In London’s 
ethnically diverse Brixton 
neighborhood, and in the 
impoverished Toxteth sub¬ 
urb of the northern city of 
Liverpool, anger over job¬ 


lessness helped fuel the 
country’s worst riots in de¬ 
cades. 

Undeterred, the govern¬ 
ment’s March budget had 
introduced a new finan¬ 
cial squeeze, with Trea¬ 
sury chief Geoffrey Howe 
announcing plans to raise 
taxes. 

That led to a crisis July 23 
Cabinet meeting in which 
Thatcher was confronted 
by internal critics — known 
as the “wets” after the 
private school slang for 
“weak” — who advocat¬ 
ed an abrupt change of 
economic policy to ap¬ 
pease public anger. Ac¬ 
cording to minutes of fhe 
meeting, Thatcher's critics, 
many of them supporters 
of her predecessor Edward 
Heafh, laid ouf a detailed 
attack. 

“With unemployment to¬ 
tals rising to 3 million later in 
the year, and following the 
recent rioting in a number 
of cities, the tolerance of 
society was now stretched 
near to its limit,” the critics 
argued, according to the 
note. 

“To give people renewed 
hope and confidence for 
the future, it was essential 
to take new and construc¬ 
tive action urgently,” the 
document said the leader 
was told. 

Thatcher’s combative 
press secretary Bernard 
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U.S actress Meryl Streep waves as he attends a photocall for “The Iron Lady” poster unveiling 
at a central London venue. Rioting on Britain’s streets and criticism from colleagues during an 
economic crisis tested the mettle of Margaret Thatcher. Government documents released Friday 
detail how early challenges shaped the woman who dominated the country’s political life for 11 
years. 

(AP Photo/Jonathan Short) 

Ingham fired off a memo and warring Cabinet.” “one of the bitterest argu- 

warning his boss that she In her memoirs, Thatcher ments on the economy, or 
led “a manifestly divided described the meeting as any subject, that I can ever 


Partial results: Congo legislative races close 


SALEH MWALIMALINGO 
Associated Press 

KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — Three Cabinet 
ministers allied to the president have lost 
their parliament seats, according to partial 
results from Congo's legislative elections 
that show the ruling party taking losses 
but still in the lead. If the trend holds and 


the opposition makes substantial gains, it 
could change the political landscape of 
Congo, which effectively has been under 
one-man rule since its independence from 
Belgium in 1960, wifh a rubber-sfamp par¬ 
liament in recent years. Congo’s electoral 
commission also announced Wednesday 
night that it has restarted the suspended 
count of legislative ballots 
in the absence of U.S. and 
British observers who are 
supposed to help ensure 
transparency. 

That could further fuel the 
cases being taken to the 
commission over the Nov. 
28 presidential and legis¬ 
lative balloting that was 
marred by violence and 
fraud. □ 
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Russian Orthodox Church turns from Kremlin ally to critic 


SOPHIA KISHKOVSKY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Among the 
thousands of Russian voices 
raised against the Krem¬ 
lin this month after parlia¬ 
mentary elections widely 
dismissed as fraudulent, 
perhaps the most surprising 
was that of Patriarch Kirill I, 
the leader of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, who de¬ 
fended popular protests as 
a “lawful negative reac¬ 
tion” to corruption. 

Always a reliable pillar of 
support for the government 
of Prime Minister Vladimir V. 
Putin and his United Rus¬ 
sia Party, the powerful Or¬ 
thodox Church has been 
noticeably - to some, 
shockingly - critical of the 
elections. Arguably the 
only major national institu¬ 
tion outside the state, the 
church could potentially 
play a significant role as 
the current political and so¬ 
cial crisis unfolds. 

Kirill is by no means the only 
religious critic of the gov¬ 
ernment since the elec¬ 
tions, and certainly not the 
toughest. 

“People of the most var¬ 
ied convictions are now 
gathering on the square, 
but they are united by one 
thing, their unwillingness to 
live like this any longer,” 
said Archpriest Aleksei 
Uminsky, a popular Mos¬ 
cow priest who hosts a tele¬ 
vision program about Or¬ 
thodoxy, at a public gath¬ 
ering last week. “The same 
thing is happening right 
now in the church.” In ad¬ 
dition to urging the church 
to invite serious discus¬ 
sion about Russian society, 
Uminsky called attention to 
injustices within the church 
ranks. He cited the case of 
a priest who died of a heart 
attack while fighting to pre¬ 
serve church property from 
Kremlin-backed develop¬ 
ment plans. 

“There was no reaction” 
from any church leaders 
in that case and other dis¬ 
turbing episodes, he noted, 
“but something is brewing 
inside." 

Another prominent Mos¬ 
cow priest, the Rev. Andrei 
Zuevsky, posted a sermon 
on his Facebook page last 
weekend that sharply criti¬ 
cized the existing order. 


and was quickly circulated 
on blogs. “As a result of the 
particular way in which 
power is set up in our soci¬ 


ety today, this arrogant at¬ 
titude toward the people 
has become the abnor¬ 
mal norm,” Zuevsky said. 


“Those in power are not 
only haughty, they refuse 
anyone but themselves 
the right to decide what is 


good and what is bad.” 

The criticism has grown so 
heated that Kirill, keenly 
aware of the church's con¬ 


tinuing dependence on the 
state, has felt compelled to 
warn priests to watch their 
Internet tongues, saying, 


“Careless and sometimes 
intentionally provocative 
statements by priests cast 
a shadow on all of God’s 


church.” 

Yet the patriarch, known 
for mixing tradition with 
enough modernity to keep 
himself and his church rel¬ 
evant, condemned neither 
the Internet nor the right to 
criticism voiced by priests, 
monks, nuns and even 
bishops now blogging and 
posting on Facebook. 

Every new parish in Mos¬ 
cow, he has said, should 
keep in step with the times, 
accessible to young peo¬ 
ple and with a home page. 
Those comments, at a di¬ 
ocesan assembly Friday, 
followed both the state¬ 
ment last week in which 
Kirill upheld the right to 
protest and sermons on 
Dec. 17 and 18 in which he 
urged the government to 
heed popular anger. 

At the same time, alluding 
to the 1917 Bolshevik Rev¬ 
olution and the Commu¬ 
nists’ near-destruction of 
the church, he warned of 
the dangers of revolution in 
Russia and of fhe Internet in 
manipulating the masses, 
and stressed that all Rus¬ 
sians must work on personal 
transformation in order for 
society to change.Q 
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Tens of thousands of protestors stage a demonstration against Russia’s legislative election results 
in Moscow. Always a reliable pillar of support for the government of Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
and his United Russia Party, the powerful Orthodox Church has been noticeably critical of the 
elections and has even defended the protests. 

(James Hill/The New York Times) 



























Saturday, December 31, 2011 


EWORLD NEWS 



Saying shhh! To a squeaky house 


BOB TEDESCHI 
© 2011 New York Times 

Japanese royalty once 
built homes with floors so 
squeaky that no intruder 
could evade detection. 
Amazingly, the secrets of 
these nightingale floors, 
as fhey are known, some¬ 
how found their way into 
my builder's hands. Now, 
whenever a faint floorboard 
creak sends our dogs into a 
midnight barking riot, I think 
of our builder and I wonder 
how his karma is holding up. 
From one perspective, my 
squeaky floor (and the 
creaky doors, tilted tables, 
loose stair posts and wob¬ 
bly chairs that we have in 
abundance) are mere an¬ 
noyances that could go 
way down on the to-do 
list. But then I remembered 
those people known as 
personal-injury lawyers, and 
all the guests we have ar¬ 
riving for the holidays. So to 
avoid litigation, I called on 
three people with deep ex¬ 
perience in fixing squeaks 
and wobbles: A.J. Hamler, 
the author of “Box Builder's 
Handbook” and the found¬ 
ing editor of Woodcraft 


magazine; Jim Boorstein, 
a principal at Traditional 
Line, a renovation special¬ 
ist in Manhattan; and Ey- 
rich Stauffer, the owner of 
Stauffer Woodworking, in 
Montpelier, Vt. 

These experts taught me 
a few tricks, but they also 
underscored the beautiful 
truth that sometimes the 
best way to fix something is 
to bang it really hard with a 
hammer. 

Hamler pointed out one 
other easy cure: time. 
Warm weather, it turns 
out, softens the creakiness 
in most homes because 
wood expands when the 
temperature rises. So, Ham¬ 
ler said, with winter creaks, 
“You can just wait four 
months and it’ll go away.” 
But rather than resched¬ 
ule our holiday gatherings 
for April, I went to work on 
our chairs, starting with one 
specimen that looked as if it 
had been plucked from the 
set of “Swamp People.” 
When I approached this lit¬ 
tle charmer, it was in its usual 
state: rope around the legs, 
glue frozen in midstream at 
the joints, and a rung sitting 



Household squeaks in floors and woodwork can be solved 
with numerous easy repairs. Clockwise from top left: Gorilla 
epoxy, $5.50 for 0.85 ounce and Chair Doctor Pro glue, $14 
for 4 ounces, with syringe; Johnson Torpedo level, $3; J.D. 
Irving wood shims, $4 a bag, and Lee Valley plastic shims, $6 
a bag; Project Center trim-head screws, $7 a pound; a Zircon 
Studsensor E50, $20; 3-in-One all-purpose oil, $3 for 4 ounces; 
Squeeeeek No More scored screws, $20 a kit; Johnson & 
Johnson powder, 4 ounces, $3. 

(Tony Cenicola/The New York Times) 


on a nearby windowsill. 

I set the wobbly chair on our 
wobbly table and recalled 
Boorstein’s repair advice. 
“Anything that has value, 
whatever you do, you want 
it to be reversible,” he said. 
“Some people use gap-fill- 
ing epoxies, but I’m not go¬ 
ing there because they're 
not reversible.” 


My chair has value. Just 
not much. So out came the 
Gorilla epoxy ($5.50 for 0.85 
ounce). I scraped some of 
the glue from the 50 previ¬ 
ous repair failures, mixed 
the epoxy and slathered it 
onto the tenons, which are 
the often-tapered ends of 
rungs (or legs or posts) that 
are inserted into the mortis- 
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es, or holes. I added some 
epoxy to the mortises, too, 
and then held everything 
in place with a kayak strap. 
A day later the chair 
was solid (and, arguably, 
charming). If I should ever 
discover it hailed from the 
court of Louis XIII, I won't tell 
Boorstein. 

For another chair that was 
loose but not yet shedding 
pieces, I tried Chair Doc¬ 
tor Pro ($14 for 4 ounces), 
a thin glue squirted into 
chair joints with a syringe. 
The liquid soaks into tenons 
and swells them enough 
to tighten their hold in the 
joints. It worked as adver¬ 
tised. A day later, the rungs 
no longer spun. 

Now I was feeling it. 

For the wobbly table, it 
occurred to me that I 
had never actually been 
underneath it to find the 
cause. After 10 minutes on 
my back with a headlamp, 
I saw that the three wedge- 
shaped blocks supporting 
the tabletop were support¬ 
ed by one thin nail apiece. 
All three were loose. 

Nine hard whacks of a 
hammer and a check with 
a level (Johnson Torpedo, 
$3), and the deed was 
done. 

Next came the upright 
newel post at the bottom of 
the staircase. At Boorstein’s 
advice, I took some shims 
- thin wedges inserted to 
secure or level items - and 
drove a few into gaps at 
the bottom. 

Shims are cheap ($4 for a 
bundle of wooden ones 
from J.D. Irving, $6 for 40 
plastic ones from Lee Val¬ 
ley), and they worked. The 
post stabilized. I then took 
a new look at a loose rail 
post, or baluster, midway 
up the staircase. It detach¬ 
es so often that we some¬ 
times leave it off for long 
stretches. I considered driv¬ 
ing a screw into the tenon 
of the baluster, where it 
meets the underside of the 
railing, but the mortise was 
so big, I would have need¬ 
ed a huge, ugly screw. 
Boorstein's advice? “Any 
time you find a hole that's 
too big for a screw, put 
a toothpick or wooden 
match into it and then try 
the screw," he said. Q 



























At The Radisson Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 

Spectacular New Year’s Eve 
Celebration tonight 



You are invited! 

Glitter and 
Glamour 
Eve at CILO 
City Lounge 



ORANJESTAD - Come 
and celebrate New 
Year’s Eve and the start 
of a fabulous new year 
at CILO City Lounge in 
the Renaissance Mar¬ 
ketplace and enjoy an 
evening with great mu¬ 
sic by local favorite DJ 
Diablo, the countdown 
and a champagne 
toast at midnight. 

New Year's Eve is a 
time to spend with 
friends and family: at 
CILO everyone is your 
friend. 

The Glitter and Glam¬ 
our party starts at 10 
pm; casual chic is the 
dress suggestion, but 
you can come how¬ 
ever you like. 

Entrance is free of 
charge and New 
Year’s Eve snacks are 
passed around during 
the entire evening. The 
festivities will go on until 
it is time to wrap up the 
party, so that might be 
quite late, or early, de¬ 
pending how you look 
at it.Q 


PALM BEACH - All the resort 
restaurants, and bars will 
feature special food & bev¬ 
erage programs from early 
in the evening with the 
main event, a New Year's 
Eve Bash at the Grand 
Caribbean Ballroom, start¬ 
ing at 10:00pm with live 
entertainment and danc¬ 
ing with The Sherries, a 
Champagne toast at mid¬ 
night, party favors, and 
premium open bar from 
10:00pm to 1:30am 
The Sunset Grille restaurant 
will feature an Elegant New 
Year's Eve dinner package 
which includes the dining 
experience at the AAA 
4-Diamond rated restau¬ 
rant with premium open 
bar, reservation starting at 
8:00pm for an A La Carte 
Menu. New Year's Eve Bash 
in the Grand Caribbean 
Ballroom is included, with 
dance music, party favors 
and a Champagne toast 
at midnight 

For those wishing to just 
diner at the Sunset Grille 


HADICURARI - Are you 

ready for the New Year's 
celebrations on Aruba? DJ 
Rodrigo Peraza, also known 
as DJ Angello, will be rock¬ 
ing MooMba Beach once 
again with his eclectic sets 
as he sees the New Year in 
together with his star-struck 
friends and fans. 

Partying is easy at MooM¬ 
ba, where feet are in the 
sand and stars in your eyes. 
The popular DJ used to be 
MooMba's first resident 
DJ in 2002-2003 and he 
set the place ablaze dur¬ 
ing the Full Moon Parties. 
And when you can party 
no more on January 1st it 


early in the evening, a La 
Carte dinner is offered from 
6:00pm to7:00pm, with one 
welcome signature cock¬ 
tail, complimentary, per 
person. 

A Tropical New Year's Eve 
Pool Party will be offered 
under the stars including a 
4-course dining experience 
with premium open bar & 
live Jazz entertainment, res¬ 
ervation starting at 8:00pm, 
for a Steak & Lobster menu. 
New Year’s Eve Bash in the 
Grand Caribbean Ballroom 
is included, with dance 
music, party favors and a 
Champagne toast at mid¬ 
night 

The resort's Laguna 
Restaurant will be offering 
a Festive New Year's Eve 
dinner and party, with a 
Prime Rib Buffet open from 
5:30pm to 10:00pm and 
New Year’s Eve Bash in the 
Grand Caribbean Ballroom 
included, with dance mu¬ 
sic, party favors and a 
Champagne toast at mid¬ 
night 


is time to take a refreshing 
plunge together with hun¬ 
dreds of other hardy party- 
goers. 

On the first day of the year 
there is the traditional Unox 
Nieuwjaarsduik, celebrated 
all over the world, but with 
a big difference: the tem¬ 
perature of the ocean is 
lovely! In the Netherlands 
they run into a freezing cold 
North Sea of 5 degrees Cel¬ 
sius! Circumstances here 
are totally different: a blue 
ocean, hot sun and a white 
beach. Unox will not let any¬ 
body down: the pea soup 
and Unox hats are ready! 
At 11 am there will be a 


The Prime Rib buffet serves a 
Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel ‘N 
Eat shrimp. Oyster Seafood 
Chowder, Slow Roasted 
USA Prime Rib Carved 
to Order, Roasted Lamb 
Garlic & Herbs, Macadamia 
Crusted Grouper, Stirfried 
Chicken Teriyaki, Baked 
Virginia Ham and side dish¬ 
es such as Baked Potatoes 
with condiment. Bow Tie 
Pasta in Creamy Sundried 
Tomato sauce. Sauteed 
Green Beans & Mushrooms, 


warm-up zumba class at 
MooMba: at 12 o'clock 
sharp the starting gun for 
the run towards the ocean 


and for dessert Chocolate 
cake. Profiterole, Cheese 
Cake, Caramel Flan, 
Strawberry Mousse, Fruit 
Tartlet. 

Mira Solo Martini & Wine 
Bar will have its own cel¬ 
ebration, from 12 noon to 
1:30am, with a champagne 
toast at midnight and party 
favors. 

Send the old year off and 
welcome the new one 
in, at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & SpaO 


will sound. The Unox Nieu¬ 
wjaarsduik is sponsored by 
Diversity .□ 


Nieuwjaars Duik on January 1st 

Non-stop action at MooMba Beach to “swim” in the New Year 
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Mr Joel Margolim wins 
$1.523,75 at the Aura Casino 



PALM BEACH - Mr. Joel 
Margolim discovered his 
lucky streak in the new¬ 
ly renovated Aura Ca¬ 
sino “where players win”. 
He won a total amount 
of $1,523,75 at the Aura 
Casino at the Occidental 
Grand while playing on the 
brand new slot machines! 
Mr. Margolim is visiting Aru¬ 


ba for a week. And has 
been playing in the Aura 
Casino from the 1st day! 
And this is second Jackpot! 
The management and 
staff of the Aura Casino 
want to wish Mr. Margo¬ 
lim congratulations on 
his great win on the slot 
machine “Quick Hits” 
The center of Aruba has 


definitely shifted here at 
the Aura Casino, which 
happens to be smack- 
dab in the middle of all 
the action on Palm Beach. 
Come and try your luck, 
maybe you can be one of 
Aura Casino’s next lucky 
winners!. □ 



Artist Annemiek Van Vliet visits the 
Radisson’s Sunset Grille restaurant 

PALM BEACH - The local artist, whose exceptional pho¬ 
tography now graces the walls of the Sunset Grille Res¬ 
taurant, visited her creations and was pleased to see how 
well the artwork shows. 

The four-diamond rated restaurant at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa was recently refreshed and with the 
completion of the renovation new artwork was picked by 
Aruban-born photographer Annemiek Van Vliet, known 
for her exceptional nature images. Four gorgeous sunsets 
adorn the main wall, while a collage of charming birds, 
lizards, goats and donkeys grace the entrance and the 
hostess desk. 

The photography was very well received by restaurant 
patrons who have been commenting on the beauty 
of Aruba depicted through Annemiek’s camera lens. 
Annemiek’s work has been published in magazines and 
books and has appeared in a number of expositions, in¬ 
cluding her own solo exhibition at the Starwood Art Gal¬ 
lery, Westin Resort & Casino Aruba in January 2011. □ 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Hnmemade Aruban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


* 

ARUHIBA 

A 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.couQ 
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BALLOON DROP 

& COUNTDOWN 
CELEBRATION 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 


Starting at 8:00pm: 

- Cash Giveaways 
All Night! 

- Free Party Favors 
and Beads! 


- Countdown to the 
New Year at 11:45pm 
with Free Champagne 
Toast at Midnight! 

- Hundreds of Prizes 
to Give Away! 


CASINO 
\ ARUBA 

C~A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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At La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 


MANA Foundation Presents its First Art Exhibition 



EAGLE BEACH - Maria 
Theresa Martinez, the 
President of Mana, a not for 
profitfoundation dedicated 
to the promotion of the 
arts in Aruba was proud to 


present the second group 
show, in the lobby of La 
Cabana Beach & Racquet 
Club. 

The resort reached an 
agreement with the MANA 



Fi 








foundation to host 
4 group exhibitions 
this year, themed 
around four ancient 
astrological elements, 
namely water, air, fire, 
and earth, beginning 
with Water also 
symbolized by the 
beautiful, blue living- 
statue blowing 

bubbles in the lobby. 

The second exhibition, 
inaugurated last night 
revolved around FIRE. 
Among artist showing 
in the current show, 
spread over the lobby 
two floors: Charito Chaves, 
Timothy Croes, Frank 
Croes, Sherry Douglass, 
Edmond Tujeehut, Elvis 


Tromp, Mo Mohammed, 
Nigel Mathew, Belinda De 
veer & Michelle Wever, 
the curator, Maria Theresa 


Martinez' daughter! 
Pictured here resort 
executive and artists mingle 
for a festive art opening. □ 
































Lowry keys Rockets’ rout of the Spurs 

San Antonio Spurs center Tim Duncan (21) blocks a shot by the Houston Rockets during the first quarter of an NBA basketball 
game, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 



Los Angeles Lakers guard 
Kobe Bryant gestures to guard 
Steve Blake after he hit a three 
point shot during the sec¬ 
ond half of their NBA basket¬ 
ball game against New York 
Knicks, Thursday, Dec. 29, 
2011, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Kobe: I 
directed 
A-Rod to knee 
therapy in 
Germany 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant confirms he recently 
directedAlex Rodriguez to 
the German doctor who 
performed the treatment 
the Yankees’ slugger had 
on his right knee. 

“I gave him the phone 
number,” Bryant said Thurs¬ 
day night before the Los 
Angeles Lakers hosted 
the New York Knicks. 

Bryant opened up about 
the steps he has taken to 
heal his arthritic joints in a 
rare pregame interview, 
crediting the therapy with 
dramatic improvement in 
his own troublesome right 
knee and an injured left 
ankle in recent months. 
When Rodriguez inquired 
about Bryant's treatment, 
Bryant vouched for the 
German doctor who de¬ 
veloped the course of in¬ 
jections of plasma-rich 
platelets that supposedly 
stimulate healing in arthritis- 
affected areas. 

Continued on Page 20 
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me'oms fall in Baylor s [67-56 win over Washington 
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Baylor quarterback Robert Griffin III, rear, throws a pass 
duringj^gmrsfy^lf of Jtfie Alamo Bowl college football 
game ^aitefjw^hingtjon, Thursday, Dec. 29^201J , at the 
AlSjnodome in San Antonio. 
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Djokovic downs Federer in Abu Dhabi exhibition 



Roger Federer from Switzerland reacts after he lost the match to 
Serbia's Novak Djokovic during the second day of Abu Dhabi 
Mubadala Tennis Championship, Friday, Dec. 30, 2011 in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 
ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic easily swept aside 
Roger Federer 6-2, 6-1 to 


reach the final of the World 
Tennis Championship exhi¬ 
bition Friday. 

The No. 1-ranked Djokovic 
appeared to have shaken 
off the rust he complained 


about coming into the 
event and showed plenty 
of the dominant play that 
helped him amass a 70-6 
record last season includ¬ 
ing three Grand Slam titles. 
The 24-year-old Serb twice 
broke No. 3-ranked Feder¬ 
er in the first set and ran 
off nine games in a row 
in a one-sided affair that 
lasted only 44 minutes. In 
Saturday's final, Djokovic 
will face the winner of the 
match between second- 
ranked Rafael Nadal and 
No. 5-ranked David Ferrer 
later Friday. 

“It is the perfect start to 
season. I played great," 
Djokovic said. “It's some¬ 
thing that makes me very 
happy.” 

However, Djokovic said fans 
shouldn’t read too much 
into his win over Federer, 
against whom he had a 4-1 
record in 2011, including 


victories at the Australian 
Open and U.S. Open. 
Djokovic attributed his win 
in Abu Dhabi to having a 
match under his belt — a 
win over Gael Monfils on 
Thursday — and a quick 
start that gave him momen¬ 
tum and prompted Federer 
to make several unforced 
errors. 

“He has won over 15 match¬ 
es at the end of 2011 so I’m 
sure he won’t feel down af¬ 
ter this loss here,” Djokovic 
said. “His main goal here is 
to get a couple of matches 
under his belt as it is for all 
of us.” 

Federer apologized to the 
crowd for disappointing 
them with his quick exit 
and promised to play bet¬ 
ter Saturday when he faces 
the loser of the Nadal-Fer- 
rer match. He said he felt 
“good overall” and “was 
moving well” but that he 
just was unable to chase 


down Djokovic's ground- 
strokes that repeatedly 
caught the corners. 

“It's surprising when it goes 
quick and you are on the 
losing side. 

It’s not so comfortable 
sometimes," Federer said. 
“You try hard and try dif¬ 
ferent things and it’s not 
working. He was playing 
really well. Unfortunately, it 
was a short-lived match but 
we know he is a very good 
front runner. 

He took the lead in both sets 
quite early and that made 
it difficult because condi¬ 
tions were pretty quick and 
my game was not good 
enough today to make it 
more competitive." 

The six-man tournament is 
seen as a warm-up for the 
new ATP season which be¬ 
gins next week. The winner 
receives $250,000.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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Thunder edge Mavs 104-102 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Oklahoma City’s Kevin Du¬ 
rant scored 30 points and 
hit a 3-pointer at the final 
buzzer to lift the Thunder to 
a 104-102 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks on Thurs¬ 
day in a rematch of last 
season’s NBA Western Con¬ 
ference finals. 

The Thunder let Dallas wipe 
away a five-point deficit in 
the final 46 seconds to go 
ahead on Vince Carter's 
3-pointer with 1.4 seconds 
remaining. 

That was just enough time 
for Oklahoma City to get 
the ball to Durant, who 
drilled a 3 from the right 
wing that improved his 
team to 4-0. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 29 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead 
the Mavericks, whose title 
defense is off to an 0-3 start. 

*ROCKETS 105, SPURS 85 
In Houston, Kevin Martin 
scored 25 points to lead 
Houston to a comfortable 
win over San Antonio. 

Luis Scola added 18 for 
the Rockets, who took ad¬ 
vantage of the Spurs’ poor 
shooting at the start to build 
a big lead. 

First-year Houston coach 
Kevin McHale was able to 
rest his starters in the fourth 
quarter, with his team play¬ 


ing the first of three games 
on consecutive nights. 
DeJuan Blair scored 22 
points and grabbed 12 re¬ 
bounds for San Antonio, 
which shot 38 percent (35 
of 93) and went 2 for 17 
from 3-point range. 

*MAGIC 94, NETS 78 
In Orlando, Ryan Anderson 
scored 22 points for Orlan¬ 
do, which had little trouble 
shaking off New Jersey. 
Dwight Howard had 16 
points and 24 rebounds for 
the Magic, recording the 
49th 20-rebound game 
of his career and coming 
within two of equalling his 
personal best. 

Rookie forward MarShon 
Brooks led the Nets with 17 
points. 

*LAKERS 99, KNICKS 82 

In Los Angeles, Kobe Bry¬ 
ant scored 28 points in yet 
another dynamic perfor¬ 
mance against the Knicks, 
as Los Angeles pulled away 
in the fourth quarter for 
their ninth straight victory 
over New York. 

Pau Gasol had 16 points, 10 
rebounds and five assists for 
the Lakers. 

Carmelo Anthony scored 
27 points in his first show¬ 
down with Bryant since 
joining the Knicks, but New 
York again struggled late. 


Kevin Garnett 
to get limited 
stake in Roma 

ROME (AP) — Boston Celtics 
All-Star forward Kevin Garnett 
is about to become a small 
shareholder in the American- 
owned Roma football club. 
Roma has confirmed to The 
Associated Press that Gar¬ 
nett accepted an offer from 
James Pallotta, one of the 
four Boston executives that 
closed a deal in August to be¬ 
come the first foreign majority 
owners of a Serie A club. Pal¬ 
lotta is also a minority owner 
of the Celtics. Details of the 
deal are still being worked 
out, but Garnett could also 
be used in the promotion of 
the Roma brand. Earlier this 
year, Garnett’s fellow NBA 
star LeBron James obtained a 
small stake in English Premier 
League club Liverpool from 
the Fenway Sports Group.Q 



Boston Celtics 
forward Kevin Garnett (5) 
goes up for a shot against 
Miami Heat guard Mario 
Chalmers (15) center Joel 
Anthony (50) and forward 
Chris Bosh (1) during the 
second half of an NBA 
basketball game, Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, 2011, in Miami. 
Associated Press 


The Lakers opened the 
fourth quarter with a 17-3 
run, taking a 22-point lead 
and forcing the Knicks to 
miss nine of their first 10 
shots while committing sev¬ 
en turnovers. Bryant didn’t 
even need to score in the 
fourth quarter, contributing 
three assists as Los Angeles 
roared away. 

The Lakers have dominated 
this rivalry in recent years, 
winning every meeting 
since February 2007 with 
Bryant averaging more 
than 34 points per game. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 111, NUG¬ 
GETS 102 

In Portland, Wesley Mat¬ 
thews had 25 points, includ¬ 
ing five 3-pointers in the 
second half, as Portland 
defeated Denver to stay 
undefeated after three 
games this seasonO 
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Oklahoma City 
Thunder forward 
Kevin Durant (35) 
shoots a 3-pointer 
to win the game 
against the Dallas 
Mavericks during 
the final seconds 
of an NBA 
basketball game 
in Oklahoma City, 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 
2011. Oklahoma 
City won 104-102. 
Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 



Jagr, Talbot return to haunt Penguins 


Kobe 



Philadelphia Flyers’ Jaromir Jagr (68) collides with Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ Craig Adams (27) in the first period of an NHL hockey 
game in Pittsburgh, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Phila¬ 
delphia’s Jaromir Jagr and 
Max Talbot both scored in 
their return to Pittsburgh, 
leading the Flyers to a 4-2 
win over the Penguins on 
Thursday and a share of 
top spot in the NHL’s Atlan¬ 
tic Division. 

Kimmo Timonen and Matt 
Read also scored for the 
Flyers as Philadelphia 
ended the Penguins’ four- 
game winning streak. 

The Flyers improved to 4-0 
at Pittsburgh’s Consol Ener¬ 
gy Center since the arena 
opened a year ago. 

Tyler Kennedy had a goal 
and an assist for Pittsburgh, 
and Jordan Staal scored 
his 15th of the season, but 
the Penguins spent most of 
the night being dominated 
by their Pennsylvania rivals. 
Jagr and Talbot helped 
lead Pittsburgh to Stanley 
Cup titles during their ca¬ 
reers, but they signed with 
the hated Flyers as free 
agents during the summer. 
JETS 1, KINGS 0, OT 
In Winnipeg, Evander 
Kane scored the only goal 
of the game 69 seconds 
into overtime as Winnipeg 
edged Los Angeles. Kane 
scooped the puck out of 
goalie Jonathan Bernier's 
pads and fired it into the 
net. Bernier and Jets goalie 
Chris Mason were the stars 
throughout until Kane’s win¬ 
ner. Mason made 31 saves 
and earned his first shutout 
of the season, and Bernier 
was the tough-luck loser 
despite making 26 saves. 
The Kings haven't lost in 
regulation since Darryl Sut¬ 
ter took over as coach, go¬ 
ing 3-0-2. However, Los An¬ 
geles failed on five power 
plays and has scored only 
four man-advantage in the 
past 17 games. 

WILD 4, OILERS 3 
In St. Paul, Dany Heatley 
scored his third goal in four 
games to help Minnesota 
snap an eight-game losing 
with a victory over Edmon¬ 
ton. Mikko Koivu, Jarod 
Palmer and Pierre-Marc 
Bouchard also scored for 
the Wild. 

Taylor Hall, Ladislav Smid 
and Shawn Horcoff scored 


for the Oilers, who have lost 
six of seven. Their only win 
in that stretch was against 
the Wild last week. 
AVALANCHE 3, COYOTES 2 
In Denver, Semyon Var¬ 
lamov made 25 saves as 
Colorado denied Phoenix. 
Gabriel Landeskog had 
a goal and an assist, and 
Kevin Porter and Stefan El¬ 
liott also scored for Colo¬ 
rado, which went 8-1 at 
home in December. 

Mikkel Boedker scored 
both goals for the Coyotes. 
Avalanche center Matt 
Duchene left the game 
early in the first period with 
a knee injury and did not 
return. 


CANUCKS 5, DUCKS 2 

In Anaheim, Daniel Se- 
din scored twice and 
twin brother Henrik once 
as Vancouver defeated 
Anaheim. Cody Hodgson 
and Mason Raymond also 
scored for the Canucks, 
who tied Chicago for first 
place in the overall NHL 
standings. Bobby Ryan and 
Nick Bonino scored third- 
period goals for Anaheim. 
HURRICANES 4, MAPLE 
LEAFS 3, OT 

In Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Eric Staal scored a power- 
play goal 3:09 in overtime 
to lift Carolina to a come¬ 
back win over Toronto. 
Staal had two goals and 


an assist, and Zac Dalpe 
and Brandon Sutter also 
scored for the Hurricanes, 
who rallied from a two-goal 
deficit. 

It was the Hurricanes’ third 
straight home win, their lon¬ 
gest streak there this sea¬ 
son. Nikolai Kulemin, Jof- 
frey Lupul and Nazem Kadri 
had Toronto’s goals. 
ISLANDERS 3, FLAMES 1 
In Uniondale, New York, 
John Tavares scored a goal 
and added an assist in New 
York's win against Calgary. 
Andrew MacDonald and 
Brian Rolston also scored 
while Evgeni Nabokov 
made 29 saves for New 
York, which had lost four in 
a row at home coming in. 
Tim Jackman scored the 
lone goal for the Flames, 
who had won their previ¬ 
ous four. 

LIGHTNING 4, CANADIENS 3 

In Tampa, Vincent Lecava- 
lier scored a tiebreaking 
goal midway through the 
third period to lift Tampa 
Bay over Montreal. 

Steven Stamkos netted his 
NHL-leading 23rd of the 
season, while the Lightning 
also got goals from J.T. 
Wyman and Marc-Andre 
Bergeron. 

Michael Cammalleri, David 
Desharnais and Erik Cole 
scored for the Canadiens, 
who have lost six of seven. 
BLUE JACKETS 4, STARS 1 
In Dallas, Rick Nash scored 
twice as Columbus won in 
regulation on the road for 
the first time this season, 
sinking Dallas. 

Steve Mason made 36 
saves while Antoine Ver- 
mette added a goal and 
Fedor Tyutin’s empty-net 
goal with 2 seconds left 
clinched the victory for the 
Blue Jackets, who have an 
NHL-worst 25 points. 

Vernon Fiddler had the sole 
goal for Dallas. 

In other NHL games it was 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Calgary 1; 
Philadelphia 4, Pittsburgh 2; 
Carolina 4, Toronto 3, OT; 
Tampa Bay 4, Montreal 3; 
Minnesota 4, Edmonton 3; 
Winnipeg 1, Los Angeles 0, 
OT; Columbus 4, Dallas 1; 
Colorado 3, Phoenix 2; and 
Vancouver 5, Anaheim 2. □ 


Continued from Page 17 

Bryant says his knee is now 
95 percent healthy after at 
least three surgeries in the 
last eight years. He appar¬ 
ently had the same treat¬ 
ment done in October on 
his ankle, which also isn’t 
limiting him this season. 
“You can't just try some¬ 
thing just to try it," Bryant 
said. “It has to make sense. 
It has to be something 
that you can back with 
research and study and 
things like that.” 

And how did Bryant get in¬ 
formation about the ther¬ 
apy — called Orthokine — 
being done in Duesseldorf? 
“It's my job to know these 
things,” Bryant said with a 
grin. 

The Yankees might benefit 
from Bryant's knowledge. 
General manager Brian 
Cashman said Wednesday 
that Rodriguez is “100 per¬ 
cent,” with “no red flags” 
going into spring training. 
Rodriguez had surgery on 
his right knee last July and 
saw his power drop in the 
second half and postsea¬ 
son. He played in 99 games 
and hit 16 homers, strug¬ 
gling to produce at his usu¬ 
al prolific levels. 

Bryant is far from fully 
healthy. He’s still playing 
with a torn ligament in his 
right wrist, wearing a brace 
on the joint whenever he 
isn’t on court. 

He’s no longer wearing a 
wrap on the oft-injured in¬ 
dex finger on his right hand, 
but that’s because the joint 
is now “bone on bone," ac¬ 
cording to Bryant. 

And Bryant hasn’t stopped 
trying new things to heal 
more quickly and thor¬ 
oughly. Several Lakers 
joined him at a cryothera¬ 
py clinic in the Sacramento 
area on Monday, trying out 
an extreme cold chamber 
that's thought to decrease 
pain and swelling in ath¬ 
letes. 

Bryant can’t remember 
when his friendship with A- 
Rod started, but they’ve 
been friendly for years, go¬ 
ing out to dinner and talk¬ 
ing regularly. He’s grateful 
he could help the 36-year- 
old slugger get back in top 
shape.Q 
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Griffin, Baylor win record-breaking Alamo Bowl 



Baylor's Terrance Ganaway, right, and Kendall Wright celebrate 
a touchdown during the second half of the Alamo Bowl college 
football game against Washington, Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011, at 
the Alamodome in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


By PAUL J. WEBER 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — If that 
really was Heisman Trophy 
winner Robert Griffin Ill’s 
final college game, what 
an incredible way to go 
out. 

Just ask him. 

“We went out in style!" 
Griffin shouted to his 
teammates. 

It was amazing 
the Baylor quarterback 
had any breath left at 
all. Not after a record- 
shattering Alamo 

Bowl that might not only 
be remembered as the 
highest-scoring regulation 
bowl game in history, but 
also possibly as Griffin's last 
addition to his legacy in 
Waco. 

The AP Player of the Year 
wasn’t dazzling Thursday 
night, but he didn’t need 
to be as No. 15 Baylor still 
pulled out an incredible 67- 
56 victory over Washington. 
If it was RG3's final showcase 
before jumping to the NFL, 
it was a gripping goodbye 
to watch. One of the 
nation's most electrifying 
players was upstaged by 
an even more exciting nail- 
biter that shattered the 
previous record for points 
in regulation set in the2001 
GMAC Bowl. 

Fans showered Griffin with 
chants of “One more year! 
One more year!” as he 
paraded the Alamo Bowl 
trophy around the field. He 
stopped at the front-row 
stands and showed off his 
prize to his mother, who has 
already been looking at her 
son’s NFL draft prospects. 


Griffin said he'll start 
looking, too, soon enough. 
For now, there was still the 
craziness of this game to 
sort through. 

“I want Baylor nation to 
enjoy this,” Griffin said. “It's 
not about me. I’ve got 
about two weeks. I’ll enjoy 
this the next day, and then 
the next day, and then I'll 
make it.” 

The previous bowl 
record for a regulation 
game was 102 points in the 
2001 GMAC Bowl between 
Marshall and East Carolina. 
That game went to double 
overtime and ended with 
a combined 125 points, 
which still stands as the 
overall bowl record. 

Baylor, which a bowl game 
for the first time since 1992, 


and Washington (7-6) also 
set a bowl record for total 
offense with 1,397 yards. 
“We just knew we needed 
to score,” Washington 
quarterback Keith Price 
said. “We needed to score 
fast, just to give our defense 
a boost.” 

Griffin had an unremarkable 
night, throwing just one 
touchdown pass and 
running for another score. 
But Terrance Ganaway 
starred ably in his place, 
rushing for 200 yards and 
five touchdowns. His last 
was a 43-yard run with 2:28 
left to seal Baylor's first 10- 
win season since 1980. 

Price outplayed his Heisman 
counterpart, going 23 for 
27 with 438 yards and four 
touchdowns. He also ran 
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for another three scores. 

“I think we’ll have a hard 
time this bowl season to 
see a quarterback play as 
well as he did,” Washington 
coach Steve Sarkisian. 
Griffin was 24 of 33 for 
295 yards — and his only 
touchdown throw came on 
the game’s opening drive. 
Blown out in four other 
games against ranked 
opponents this season, 
the Huskies finally made 
one interesting. Not that 
it started that way after 
Baylor ran up 245 yards of 
offense alone in the first 
quarter—awful even by the 
standards of Washington’s 
defense, which is among 
the nation's worst. 

Price, a sophomore who 
threw a school-record 29 
touchdown passes in his first 
year as the starter, began 
cutting into a 21-7 deficit 
with a 12-yard scoring strike 
to James Johnson. Seven 
minutes later, Washington 
tied it when Devin Aguilar 
somersaulted over the goal 
line after catching a 1-yard 
lob. 

The overwhelming crowd 
of Baylor fans — decked in 
green-and-gold Heisman 
shirts and armed with 


signs such as “Superman 
wears RG3 socks” — stood 
in stunned silenced. That 
gave way to disbelieving 
gasps on the next series, 
when the typically sure¬ 
handed Griffin fumbled 
after getting popped by 
Andrew Hudson. 

After that, it was practically 
a free-for-all of big plays. 

A 56-yard touchdown 
dash by Chris Polk. An 80- 
yard touchdown catch 
by Washington’s Jermaine 
Kearse two plays into the 
second half. An 89-yard 
scoring rumble Ganaway. 
Kearse again, catching 
and darting for 60 yards 
before getting dragged 
down, setting up Price’s 
fourth touchdown toss the 
next play. 

Back and forth, back and 
forth. One after another. In 
all, five plays covered 50 or 
more yards, three of them 
for scores. 

“That was crazy,” Baylor 
coach Art Briles said. 

For an Alamo Bowl short 
on drama and light on 
matchups in recent years, it 
was a thrilling scoring spree 
that overshadowed the 
mere novelty of featuring 
the Heisman winner. □ 
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Pressure to link drugs and related diagnostic tests 


ANDREW POLLACK 
© 2011 New York Times 

ChemGenex Pharmaceu¬ 
ticals found out the hard 
way how important it is to 
have a trustworthy com¬ 
panion. 

The Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration last year rejected 
the company's drug to 
treat a subset of leuke¬ 
mia patients whose tumors 
had a particular genetic 
mutation. The main prob¬ 
lem was not the drug itself, 
the agency said. Rather, 
ChemGenex had not spec¬ 
ified a companion test that 
could reliably detect the 
mutation so that the drug 
could be given to the pa¬ 
tients it is intended to help. 
These days, it is often not 
enough for pharmaceuti¬ 
cal companies simply to 
bring a drug to market. 



Top executives at Plexxikon, which has a melanoma drug that 
works best for about half of patients, view molecular structures 
with 3-D glasses in Berkeley, Calif., May 26, 2009. The FDA issued 
guidance to the industry on companion diagnostics in July, in¬ 
cluding its preference for having the test ready for approval at 
the same time as the drug. 

(Heidi Schumann/the New York Times) 


Regulators and insurers are 
also prodding the com¬ 
panies to develop tests to 
pinpoint which patients are 
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most likely to benefit from 
a drug, thereby sparing 
other patients from need¬ 
less side effects and ex¬ 
pense. 

The pressure has thrust drug 
and diagnostics compa¬ 
nies into sometimes awk¬ 
ward partnerships aimed 
at developing such tests, 
which are called compan¬ 
ion diagnostics. 

There were at least 25 such 
deals in 2010 and 15 in the 
first half of 2011, up from 
only seven in 2008, accord¬ 


ing to PricewaterhouseC- 
oopers, a consulting firm. 
“The tests are becoming 
almost gatekeepers to the 
drug,” said M. Trevor Page, 
director of business devel¬ 
opment at Dako, a Danish 
diagnostics company. 

The FDA issued guidance to 
the industry on companion 
diagnostics in July, includ¬ 
ing its preference for having 
the test ready for approval 
at the same time as the 
drug. The following month, 
as if to show how it should 
be done, it approved two 
drugs and their accompa¬ 
nying tests. 

One of the drugs, Pfizer's 
Xalkori for lung cancer, 
works wonders - but only 
for the roughly 5 percent 
of patients whose tumors 
have a particular chromo¬ 
somal abnormality, as de¬ 
termined by a test from Ab¬ 
bott Laboratories. 

The other drug, Zelboraf, 
from Roche and Plexxikon, 
can also produce remark¬ 
able improvements, but 
only for the roughly half of 
melanoma patients whose 
tumors have a particular 
mutation. 

The FDA approved a test 
from Roche’s diagnostics 


division to detect that mu¬ 
tation. 

But the simultaneous ap¬ 
proval of new drugs and 
tests is still rare. Before Au¬ 
gust, the only other dual 
approval was of Genen- 
tech's breast cancer drug 
Herceptin and Dako's test 
for the related HER2 protein 
in 1998. 

There are more than 70 oth¬ 
er tests that guide drug use 
in some way, according to 
the Personalized Medicine 
Coalition, but they are rare¬ 
ly required and often de¬ 
veloped well after the drug 
reaches the market. 

There are numerous eco¬ 
nomic, scientific and regu¬ 
latory obstacles to devel¬ 
oping companion diagnos¬ 
tics, executives and ana¬ 
lysts say. 

Often, scientists simply do 
not know what to test for 
to predict a drug’s effec¬ 
tiveness, or they don’t find 
out until near the end of the 
drug’s clinical trials. And 
coordinating development 
and approval of a drug 
and a test - by two sepa¬ 
rate companies reviewed 
by two FDA divisions - can 
raise the cost of drug devel¬ 
opment if not done wellO 
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Review: Scrutinizing 


your presence on Facebook 



In this Sept. 11,2011 file photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg shows Timeline during the f/8 con¬ 
ference in San Francisco. Timeline offers highlights from your whole life, all the way back to your 
birth. But these are highlights as Facebook sees it _ the stuff you and your friends had chosen to 
write or post photos about over the years. 

Associated Press 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Here’s 
one way to sum up 2011: I 
added 71 people as Face- 
book friends, shared 26 links 
and commented on 98 of 
my friends’ status updates. 
I was tagged in 33 photos 
and added 18 of my own 
to the site. 

I also attempted to keep 
up with Facebook’s end¬ 
less redesigns, most recent¬ 
ly with the introduction of 
Timeline. With it, your Face- 
book profile offers highlights 
from your past, not just your 
recent happenings. Last 
week, I urged all of you 
to carefully curate your 
Timelines to avoid coming 
across as vain or revealing 
forgotten skeletons. 

This week, I will go through 
other ways to manage your 
life on Facebook. 

It’s good to take stock of 
your Facebook presence 
from time to time, given 
how quickly the site chang¬ 
es its features and settings 
and how easily many of us 
add people to our lists of 
friends. Even if you haven't 
switched to Timeline yet, 
you can still follow these 
steps to review what you're 
really revealing about your¬ 
self. 

WHO ARE YOUR FRIENDS? 

In the early days, I was very 
judicious about whom I 
accepted as Facebook 
friends. People I hadn’t met 
in person, relatives I hadn't 
spoken to in years and 
friends who simply annoyed 
me didn't make the cut. 
Now, my friends list includes 
people I haven't been in 
touch with since college 
and others I met only once 
at a party, wedding or trip. 


Do all of them need to 
know — or even care — 
that I started watching 
“How I Met Your Mother” 
or ate an undercooked hot 
dog at 3 a.m.? Should they 
see photos of me at a re¬ 
cent holiday bash? 

Maybe not. 

Now is a good time to go 
through your friends list to 
see who ought to disap¬ 
pear. 

A friend's significant other 
long after they broke up? 
An acquaintance who has 
1,000 friends and never in¬ 
teracts with you on Face- 
book? People who tighten 
their privacy settings so 
much that you see no more 
than any stranger would? 
Gone, goodbye, nice to 
know you. Facebook won’t 
alert the friends you drop. 
ALL FRIENDS ARE NOT CRE¬ 
ATED EQUAL 

You may want to share an 
ultrasound of your fetus 
only with family members, 
or share party photos with 
close friends. Other rants 
and milestones may be ap¬ 
propriate for everyone. 
Facebook has new tools 
to make it easier to create 
subgroups such as fam¬ 
ily and co-workers. Start 
by going to “lists" on the 
left side of your Facebook 
home page (you may have 
to click on “more” to see it). 
Facebook had automati¬ 
cally added 103 of my 
friends to a “New York 
Area" list and suggest¬ 
ed dozens of others who 
hadn’t told Facebook their 
location. The suggestions 
were surprisingly accurate; 
the inaccurate ones were 
for those who used to live in 
New York but have moved 
on. I added 31 so that I can 


broadcast New York hap¬ 
penings only to them and 
spare my Californian and 
European friends. 

Next came “Close Friends.” 
Again, the tool was pretty 
good at suggesting people 
with whom I have interact¬ 
ed the most, online and of¬ 
fline. One factor is whether 
you’ve appeared in photos 
together. Facebook won’t 
reveal who made your list of 
close friends, so don’t worry 
about keeping people off. 

I went through a similar ex¬ 
ercise for “Family,” choos¬ 
ing to include only the clos¬ 
er ones I'd share more with. 
In this case, those you're 
adding will be told, so if 
you don’t want that known, 
create a new list rather use 
the one Facebook already 
set up. 

To do that, click “lists,” then 
“Create List.” I added one 


for cousins, two for college, 
one for work, one for my 
running group and one for 
those I still see from my days 
in Washington. 

Some people are in mul¬ 
tiple groups, others in none. 
These lists make it easier to 
share posts with only a sub¬ 
set of my Facebook friends. 
I can also use the lists to 
see only posts from specific 
groups. 

Facebook also has a “Re¬ 
stricted” list where you can 
dump those you don't want 
to share much with. Face- 
book promises not to reveal 
who gets added. 

WHAT ARE YOU SHARING? 
Update your biographical 
information. The current city 
is important because it's 
what Facebook uses to cre¬ 
ate the list of nearby friends. 
Now is also the time to say if 
your work has changed or 


if you no longer want your 
birthday revealed. 

Look for the globe icon if 
you want to share certain 
details only with certain 
people, such as friends of 
friends or those on one of 
your lists. 

You should also go through 
your lists of favorite books, 
music and TV shows. Re¬ 
place Milli Vanilli with Justin 
Bieber if you want to seem 
youthful and hip. 

While you’re at it, pare 
down the companies and 
products you've decided 
to “like” over the years. Be 
careful about what you're 
endorsing. Facebook may 
use your name and profile 
photo next to ads that your 
friends see. So if you’ve 
liked Target’s page, for ex¬ 
ample, your friends could 
see your photo next to an 
ad from Target..□ 
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Surveys shows China manufacturing slowing further 




BEIJING (AP) — China s 
manufacturing slowed 
in December for a sec¬ 
ond month due to weak 
global demand amid U.S. 
and European economic 
woes, a survey released 
Friday showed. 

The latest HSBC Purchas¬ 
ing Managers Index add¬ 
ed to growing signs of 
strain on China’s manu¬ 
facturers and exporters. 
They have been battered 
by a plunge in global de¬ 
mand and lending curbs 
that have driven thou¬ 
sands of entrepreneurs 
into bankruptcy, wiping 
out jobs and raising the 
specter of unrest. 

The index for Decem¬ 
ber stood at 48.7 on a 
100-point scale on which 
numbers below 50 indi¬ 
cate a contraction in ac¬ 
tivity. 

It said companies report¬ 
ed a drop in foreign orders 


said HSBC economist Hon- 
gbin Qu in a statement 
with the survey. 

The latest data will add 
to pressure on Beijing 
to ease spending and 
lending controls to stabi¬ 
lize growth and spur job 
creation, Qu said. 

“Hard landings should 
be avoided so long as 
easing measures filter 
through in the coming 


due to sluggish global de- “Weakening external de¬ 
mand. mand is starting to bite,” 


A man walks outside 
a construction site of a 
residential project in Beijing, 
China. Europe’s festering debt 
crisis is adding to strains on 
China just as the country is 
pricking its property bubble 
and facing a manufacturing 
downturn, limiting the ability 
of the world's No. 2 economy 
to prop up global growth. 

(AP Photo/Alexander F. Yuan, 
File) 

months," he said. 

China’s export growth de¬ 
clined in November for a 
third month, falling to 13.8 
percent from the 15.9 per¬ 
cent the previous month. 
The slump in global de¬ 
mand has battered 
export-driven southern 
coastal regions, where 
thousands of small com¬ 
panies have been driven 
out of business and the 
survivors have laid off tens 
of thousands of workers. 
Smaller private compa¬ 
nies were hard hit by bank 
lending curbs imposed to 
cool inflation and a boom 
in housing prices. The gov¬ 
ernment has promised 
to have state banks lend 
more to help struggling 
entrepreneurs but says 
most of its curbs will re¬ 
main in place.□ 
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The price of excessive confidence 


FLOYD NORRIS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Becoming very rich can 
show that you are a genius. 
But thinking you are a ge¬ 
nius can turn out to be a 
very expensive folly. 
Perhaps Eddie Lampert, 
the 49-year-old hedge 
fund manager who fan¬ 
cied himself the next War¬ 
ren Buffett, has figured that 
out by now. Whether or not 
he has, it may be too late 
for many of the quarter- 
million people who work 
for Sears and Kmart, not to 
mention for investors who 
believed the hype. 

It was only five years ago 
that his genius became 
clear. He had used finan¬ 
cial alchemy to produce 
gold from retail floss. He 
had taken control of Kmart 
as it emerged from a bank¬ 
ruptcy, and turned it into 
a valuable company. He 
had then taken over what 
had once been the great¬ 
est retail name in America 
- Sears. A merger of the 
two was to produce syner¬ 
gies and savings. 

The new Kmart came out 
of bankruptcy in 2003 un¬ 
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estate that could be turned 
into cash if the stores did 
not perform well. 

Now we may find out if that 
theory will work. As an op¬ 
erating company, the new 
Sears is in trouble. So it plans 
to cut costs, fire employees 
and sell real estate. 

This week Sears reported 
that same-store sales for 
the last two months were 
down 5.2 percent from a 
year ago. There are a few 
weeks left before its fiscal 
year ends on Jan. 28, but 
Sears faces a stark real¬ 
ity: Retailers make all their 
money at Christmas. Or 
they don't make money at 
all. Through the years that 
Lampert dominated Sears 
as chairman and principal 
shareholder, he made it 
clear that he thought re¬ 
tailers worried too much 
about sales growth and not 
enough about profitability. 
He thought they spent too 
much money on fixing up 
their stores. □ 


der his control - he had ac¬ 
quired debt in the company 
at low prices. Shares began 


named Sears Holdings, the 
price was above $130. It 
peaked at more than $190 


in early 2007, on enthusiasm 
for the idea that Sears was 
sitting on a gold mine in real 


Edward Lampert, the 49-year-old hedge fund manager who took control of Kmart as is recovered 
from bankruptcy, at a Sears/Kmart announcement in New York. In creating Sears Holdings, Lam¬ 
pert used financial alchemy to produce gold from retail floss, but now he plans to cut costs, fire 
employees and sell real estate. 

(Vincent Laforet/The New York Times) 


trading at $15. By the time 
the company acquired 
Sears in 2005 and was re¬ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ for; desired 

6 Longfellow or 
Wordsworth 

10 Vittles 

14 Met production 

15 Qualified 

16 Volcanic output 

17 Suspicious 

18 Ms. Downey 

19 Drug addict 

20 One who has 
signed up 

22 Contemptuous 
writing 

24 Yellow Brick, 
for one 

25 Ceases 

26 “Money _ 
grow on trees, 
you know” 

29 Elephant teeth 

30 “yj Sweet as 
Apple Cider” 

31 _ up; gets 
ready 

33 Beer mug 

37 Drape puller 

39 Hilarious 
people 

41 Actress Gilbert 

42 Bert’s “Sesame 
Street” buddy 

44 Gave medicine 
to 

46 Drink slowly 

47 Use a broom 

49 Under 

being forced 

51 Inns 

54 Unsatisfactory 

55 Whole 

56 Skin lotion for 
bright days 

60 Mr. Diamond 

61 Swamp critter, 
for short 

63 Bird of prey 

64 Yell for 

65 Actress Garr 

66 Alley cat 

67 Perpendicular 
add-ons 

68 Ran quickly 

69 Adolescents 

DOWN 

1 Donut center 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


2 Not closed 

3 British noble 

4 Mistakes 

5 Lasting from 
dawn till dusk 

6 Whittled 

7 Double-reed 
instrument 

8 Lawn tree 

9 Kids with 

10 Woodwind 
musicians 

11 Desert refuge 

12 Obvious 

13 Shows courage 
21 Procrastinator’s 

word 

23 Inquires 

25 Wipes wood 
furniture 

26 Yahtzee cubes 

27 Fragrance 

28 Deserve 

29 Scout group 
32 Assistants 

34 At _; relaxed 

35 Part of the eye 

36 Afternoon rests 
38 Makes whiskey 
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40 Family car 
43 Water jug 
45 Most stupid 
48 Chooses 

50 _to; feel a 

connection with 

51 Therefore 

52 Ryan or Tatum 

53 Not moving 


54 Clear; making 
sense 

56 Miffed 

57 Bad guy 

58 Extended 
family group 

59 Door unlockers 
62 Ron Paul’s title: 

abbr. 
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Efforts intensify to solve killings 


MARIA CRAMER Globe Staff 
© 2011 The Boston Globe 

The Boston Police Depart¬ 
ment plans to bolster ho¬ 
micide squads in the com¬ 
ing year and examine the 
way it investigates killings in 
an effort to combat one of 
the city’s most intractable 
problems: the painfully slow 
rate at which most slayings 
are solved. 

The plan is not finalized, 
but an initial proposal calls 
for each homicide squad, 
which is now made up of 
two detectives and a ser¬ 
geant, to be beefed up 
by two more investigators 
and to be supervised more 
closely by commanders. 
Detectives from the drug 
and gang units would reg¬ 
ularly be called to crime 
scenes to help. 

In addition, DNA special¬ 
ists who study forensic 
evidence at crime scenes 
would receive more inten¬ 
sive training, and the Secret 
Service would be asked 
to help retrieve phone re¬ 
cords more quickly. 

The homicide squads will 
receive the extra resources 
for 18 months. Then, ana¬ 
lysts plan to compare the 
department’s clearance 
rate - the proportion of 
cases in which a suspect is 
arrested or identified in an 
arrest warrant - to previous 
years. They will also com¬ 
pare Boston’s success rate 
to that of other cities to 
determine whether the ad¬ 
ditional manpower helped 
investigators close more 
cases more rapidly. 

If the clearance rate rises, 
the department would 
continue using the extra re¬ 
sources. 

“’For the next year we're 
going to be really focused 
on the issue of shootings 
and homicides,” Commis¬ 
sioner Edward F. Davis said 
in interview. ”1 really want 
to try and work on holding 
people accountable for 
it.” 

The city is launching the ini¬ 
tiative amid a dip in overall 
violent crime. 

Compared with 2010, ma¬ 
jor crime in Boston dropped 
8 percent this year, and 
killings fell 14 percent, ac¬ 
cording to preliminary fig¬ 


ures from police on Dec. 
26. the most recent data 
available. But the murder- 
clearance rate continued 
to stagnate: Boston police 
solved 23 of the 62 homi¬ 
cides, or 37 percent, that 
occurred in 2011. The na¬ 
tional average usually hov¬ 
ers at more than 60 per¬ 
cent. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
nonfatal shootings dipped 
slightly in 2011 to 260, from 
263 in 2010, an especially 
violent year. Department 
officials said they were un¬ 
able to provide the clear¬ 
ance rate for shootings. 

The latest effort to improve 
the city’s clearance rate 
does not have a budget 
yet, but Davis said the de¬ 
partment would dip into 
$2 million saved in 2010 
through reductions in over¬ 
time to cover the costs. A 
$500,000 grant from the 
Department of Justice will 
bolster the effort. 

It is not the first time the 
department has sought to 
strengthen the homicide 
unit. In 2007, shortly after 
Davis became commission¬ 
er, he beefed up the unit to 
25 detectives and added 
two more detectives to the 
cold case squad, for a total 
of three. He has replaced 
the deputy superintendent 
in charge of the unit three 
times. 

Despite the changes, the 
percentage of homicides 
solved by Boston detec¬ 
tives has lagged. In 2010, 
the department solved 27 
of the 72 homicides that 
occurred that year. 
Department officials said 
they measure the clear¬ 
ance rate by the total 
number of homicides 
solved in a given year, re¬ 
gardless of what year the 
murder occurred. By that 
standard, the department 
had a clearance rate of 49 
percent in 2010 and 53 per¬ 
cent so far this year. 

Still, that is below the 60 
percent rate Davis has said 
he wants to see. 

Police say the nature of 
Boston’s homicides makes 
it particularly difficult to 
solve them: The major¬ 
ity tend to be the result of 
gang feuds or are drug- 
related, the kinds of cases 


that draw little cooperation 
from witnesses. 

In the department’s suc¬ 
cessful grant application 
to the Department of Jus¬ 
tice last August, police had 
proposed bolstering the 
resources of some investi¬ 
gative units while leaving 
others as they were. Then, 
police would flip a coin to 
determine which homicide 
was assigned to the bigger 
squad and which went to 
the traditional team. 

The idea was scrapped 
three months later. 

Davis said he worried about 
the reactions of families 
who learned their loved 
one's case had been as¬ 
signed the smaller detec¬ 
tive squad. 

"Everybody in the room 
was concerned about ethi¬ 
cal implications of certain 
cases being treated differ¬ 
ently than other cases,” 
said Anthony Braga, a pro¬ 
fessor at the Rutgers School 
of Criminal Justice who will 



be conducting the analysis 
for Boston policeO 
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Florida was weird as only it can be in 2011 


BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Florida (AP) 

— Did you hear about 
the giant Lego man that 
washed up on Siesta Key 
beach? What about the 
man who walked into a 
bar, ordered a beer and 
disappeared for 30 minutes 
to rob a bank, only to return 
and finish his drink? Or how 
about the puzzling story of 
the baby grand piano that 
showed up on a sandbar 
near Miami? 

That’s Florida, where weird 
is an everyday event. 

Over the past year, a 
92-year-old woman fired 


four shots at a neighbor 
who refused to kiss her, a 
Delray Beach man cut off a 
piece of a dead whale that 
washed ashore — planning 
to eat it — and an 8-year- 
old girl gave her teacher 
some marijuana and said: 
“This is some of my mom's 
weed.” 

The piano was a mystery 
for about a month. On 
Jan. 1, 2011, the charred 
instrument showed up on 
a Biscayne Bay sandbar, a 
couple hundred yards from 
shore. A 16-year-old student 
eventually admitted he 
put it there as part of 
an art project. A day after it 


was removed, someone set 
up a table with two chairs, 
place settings and a bottle 
of wine. 

It's still not clear how the 
100-pound, 8-foot-tall 
Lego man washed ashore. 
The local tourism bureau 
hoped to use Lego man 
to promote the area, but 
the man who found it has 
placed a claim on it. He 
can keep it if the owner 
doesn’t collect it before 
early next year. As for the 
bar-bank robber, he was 
arrested at his watering 
hole, not too long after the 
holdup. 

Author Tim Dorsey, whose 
novels include Florida 
strangeness both real and 
fantasy, said the state is 
an odd place because of 
its diverse, highly transient 
population. 

“There’s pockets of 
strangeness all over the 
country, but here it's a 
baseline lifestyle. There, 
it's the aberration. There, 
it's the tail end of the bell 
curve. Here, it's the peak of 
the bell curve,” Dorsey said. 
Young people made up a 


large part of the peculiar 
tales. 

In Palm Beach County, an 
elementary school teacher 
opened an end-of-the- 
year gift from an 8-year- 
old student's grandmother 
and found toiletries and 
a loaded handgun. A 
Tampa woman upset with 
her 15-year-old son’s bad 
grades forced him to stand 
on a street corner with a 
sign that read: “Honk if I 
need an education.” 

A 15-year-old Florida Keys 
girl who is a big fan of the 
“Twilight” books and movies 
was afraid that her mother 
would get upset by the bite 
marks her boyfriend gave 
her after they acted out 
her vampire fantasy. She 
made up a story about 
being attacked; doubtful 
investigators got her to tell 
the truth. 

Deputies arrested an 
18-month-old’s father after 
they found the man passed 
out in his mobile home 
while the toddler was in the 
yard picking up beer cans 
and drinking them. 

Pasco County deputies 



This Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2011 
file photo provided by the 
Sarasota County Sheriff's 
Office, shows a 100-pound, 
8-foot-tall statue made to 
look like a Lego man that was 
found on Siesta Key beach 
in Sarasota, Fla., Tuesday 
morning. “No Real Than 
You Are” was written on the 
fiberglass man’s shirt. 

Associated Press 

said a woman walked 
into a bank with a 3-year- 
old boy and robbed it. A 
homeless man held up a 
Tampa bank, fled on a city 
bus and handed out stolen 
cash to passengers. 

And while he didn’t rob it, 
an unhappy Palm Coast 
bank customer left quite a 
deposit. He urinated in a 
drive-thru bank tube and 
drove off. 

Animals always account for 
a fair share of odd news. At 
the Miami airport, a Brazilian 
trying to get through 
security was caught with 
several baby pythons 
and tortoise hatchlings in 
his underwear. A woman 
found a 7-foot alligator in 
her bathroom, and a man 
stored his dead cougar in a 
freezer. 

In north-central Florida, an 
Ocala ice cream shop got 
rid of its costumed mascot 
— a waving vanilla cone — 
because passers-by kept 
mistaking him for a hooded 
Ku Klux Klansman. □ 
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Hugh Hefner, Playboy ready for their next chapters 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — On 

the second floor of the 
Playboy Mansion, beyond 
the seemingly endless 
hallway lined with photos of 
the famous folks who have 
visited the legendary party 
playground, is a narrow 
staircase that leads to a 
small loft. 

“LOCK DOOR," signed 
"Hef,” reads a handmade 
note tacked to the loft's 
tiny entrance. 

“Excuse me if I sit?” asks 
Hugh Hefner, ever the 
gentleman as he leads a 
reporter into the cramped 
room that has only one 
chair. “I’ve got a bad hip.” 
Here in this modest space 
is where Hefner keeps a 
detailed record of his life 
that spans more than 2,500 
volumes and counting — 
a Guinness world record 
for a personal scrapbook 
collection. 

Every Saturday, the 85-year- 
old founder of Playboy 
magazine spends a few 
hours scrapbooking — a 
hobby he began in 1943 
with cartoons he drew of 
himself and his high-school 
classmates. 

Those doodles were 
“probably just a way of 
creating a world of my own 
to share with my friends,” 
Hefner says, seated amid 
the archives of his life in, yes, 
his trademark silk pajamas 
and bathrobe. “And in 
retrospect, in thinking 
about it, it's not a whole lot 
different than creating the 
magazine.” 

As the new year begins 
and Playboy approaches 
its 60th birthday, Hefner 
intends to continue 
working on the magazine, 
his scrapbooks and a 
Hollywood movie about 
his life. “That's alive again,” 
he says of the biopic idea 
that's been bandied about 
for decades. 

Though 2011 wasn’t entirely 
kind to the man or the 
brand — Hefner’s 24-year- 
old fiancee called off 
their engagement days 
before their June wedding 
and NBC’s “The Playboy 
Club” was the first fall TV 
casualty, canceled after 
just three episodes — 
Hefner is optimistic about 


what's next, personally and 
professionally. 

“Retirement is unthinkable 
to me," he says. “The future 
is bright and very exciting 
and I’m looking forward to 
playing a part in it.” 

Hef — his preferred 
nickname since his teens— 
has been a media force 
since he published the first 
issue of Playboy in 1953 and 
he remains the figurehead 
of the empire he created. 
Although Playboy 

Enterprises named Scott 
Flanders its chief executive 
in 2009, Hefner continues 
to serve as editor-in-chief 
of the magazine, choosing 
the cover models and 
centerfolds and editing the 
cartoons, letters and party 
jokes. 

Even Hefner is at a loss 
to explain the enduring 
appeal of Playboy, which 
has spawned and outlasted 
so many imitators, but he 
speculates that it “has to 
do with the quality of the 
publication and the fact 
that we were saying things 
that were important then 
and now." 

The current issue, which 
features the much-touted 
nude pictorial of Lindsay 
Lohan, includes articles 
about Occupy Wall Street 
and Pakistani nuclear 
scientist A.Q. Khan, along 
with an excerpt from Elmore 
Leonard’s latest novel and, 
of course, those photo 
spreads. 

It's impossible to separate 
Hefner from the notion 
of busty young beauties 
and the whole clothing- 
optional, life's-a-party, 
l-work-in-pajamas thing. 
But such an image belies a 
thoughtful man who deeply 
values his contributions 
to “the social-sexual 
changes of my time,” yet 
whose orderly persona 
seems tame compared to 
the celebrities of today’s 
tabloid scene. 

A longtime supporter of 
the First Amendment, 
Hefner was an early 
advocate of civil rights and 
reproductive rights, and 
he’s championed personal 
liberties in print. 

“It’s very clear that Playboy 
was instrumental in the 
sexual revolution," he says. 
“We were making a case for 


the irrational sexual values 
that we had back then, 
and making a case for 
the sexual revolution back 
in the years immediately 
before it became a reality, 
and doing it in a forum that 
was very influential." 

Hefner was opening the 
Playboy Club in London in 
1966 when he realized the 
sexual revolution was well 
under way. 

“The miniskirt had just 
arrived, sex was in the air 
and gaming, gambling 
had just become legal 
in the clubs,” he recalls. 
“I had been writing the 
Playboy Philosophy for a 
couple years, and I felt 
that week in London that I 
was looking at the future." 
That's when Hefner took 
his practice of the Playboy 
lifestyle to a new level. □ 



In this Oct. 13, 2011 photo, American magazine publisher, 
founder and Chief Creative Officer of Playboy Enterprises, Hugh 
Hefner at his home at the Playboy Mansion in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Voice of Darth Voder 
swears in NY sheriff friend 


POUGHKEEPSIE, New York 
(AP) — Not every county 
sheriff gets to be sworn in 
by the voice of Darth Vo¬ 
der. 

Actor James Earl Jones per¬ 
formed that duty Thursday 
for his longtime friend and 
neighbor Adrian “Butch” 
Anderson, the sheriff in 
Dutchess County, New 
York, where Jones lives. 
Anderson's fourth term as 
sheriff in the Hudson Valley 
county began with Jones 
administering the oath of 
office in place of a judge. 


Jones told about 250 at¬ 
tendees at the ceremony 
in the town of Poughkeep¬ 
sie that his many movie 
roles included playing a 
judge in “Sommersby,” a 
1993 post-Civil War film that 
starred Richard Gere and 
Jodie Foster. 

Jones provided the voice 
for the Darth Vader char¬ 
acter in the original “Star 
Wars” trilogy. 

His deep, distinctive voice 
also was featured in Dis¬ 
ney's animated film, “The 
Lion King.”Q 


Settlement in Elly Mae 
Clampett Barbie doll suit 


By JANET McCONNAUGHEY 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

actress who played pig¬ 
tailed, critter-loving Elly 
May Clampett on “The 
Beverly Hillbillies” has set¬ 
tled her lawsuit over a Bar¬ 
bie doll that uses the char¬ 
acter's name and likeness. 
Actress Donna Douglas, 
who lives in a Baton Rouge 
suburb, settled with CBS 
and toymaker Mattel on 
Tuesday. Douglas’ lawsuit 
sought at least $75,000 
from CBS Consumer Prod¬ 
ucts Inc. and Mattel Inc., 
claiming they needed her 
approval to design the doll. 
Details of the settlement 
were confidential. 

“She was happy with the 
result,” said one of Doug¬ 
las’ attorneys,Charles von 
Simson. 

The doll, released in late 
2010, is dressed in jeans 
with a rope belt. Its long, 
blonde hair is a curly mop 
with loose, long pigtails — a 
style that Douglas still some¬ 
times wears. The package 
includes a photo of her and 
a promotional description 
of the doll names Douglas, 
the lawsuit said. 

CBS and Mattel said in court 
documents that they didn’t 
need her OK because the 
network holds exclusive 
rights to the character. 

“The matter was settled to 
mutual satisfaction,” said 
Lori Mince, an attorney for 
New York-based CBS and 
the El Segundo, Calif., toy- 
maker. She said that was 
about all she could say un- 



ln this Jan. 8,2009 photo, Don¬ 
na Douglas, who starred in the 
television series “The Beverly 
Hillbillies” poses with a photo 
from the show in Baton Rouge, 
La. 

Associated Press 

der terms of the settlement. 
Douglas was in all nine sea¬ 
sons of the comedy about 
a backwoods family that 
strikes oil and moves to 
Beverly Hills. 

Von Simson said Douglas 
still makes regular public 
appearances. 

“She’s very active in her 
church. What she does 
these days is, she makes 
appearances at church 
functions and as her per¬ 
sonal ministry, talks about 
her Elly Mae role,” he said. 
The Bridge-Logos Founda¬ 
tion, a religious publishing 
house, released “Miss Don¬ 
na's Mulberry Acres Farm,” 
a children’s book by Doug¬ 
las, in November. □ 



In this April 14, 2011 file publicity image released by OWN, Oprah Winfrey presents at the OWN: 
Oprah Winfrey Network portion of the Discovery Communications Upfront in New York. Winfrey is 
tasked with rescuing OWN, the Oprah Winfrey Network, after a disappointing first year. 

Associated Press 


Winfrey: Dedicated to OWN 
despite rocky first year 


LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Oprah Winfrey earned the 
rare opportunity to convert 
her media charisma into a 
monogramed TV channel. 
Now she’s the one tasked 
with rescuing OWN, the 
Oprah Winfrey Network, 
after a disappointing first 
year. 

It's a high-stakes, potential¬ 
ly ego-shattering challenge 
that could make the stron¬ 
gest woman or man flinch. 
But win or lose, Winfrey says 
she relishes the fight to turn 
OWN’s fortunes around. 
“Yes, some mistakes were 
made. Who hasn’t made 
mistakes? The real beauty 
is you can say, ‘I learned 
from that,'” Winfrey said. “I 
don’t worry about failure. I 
worry about, ‘Did I do all I 
could do?”’ 

The cable channel, which 
marks its first year Jan. 1, 
is trying for a fresh start af¬ 
ter executive turnover and 
missteps that proved OWN 
lacked a solid foundation 
on which to build, this de¬ 
spite a Discovery Commu¬ 
nications investment of a 
reported $250 million and 
counting. 

Viewers snubbed the lineup 
that skimped on program¬ 
ming and, surprisingly, what 
should have been OWN’s 


unique weapon of choice: 
Winfrey herself, whose 
limited on-air presence 
will be boosted Sunday 
with a new weekly series, 
“Oprah’s Next Chapter.” 
OWN has failed to improve 
on, or in some instances 
even match, the modest 
ratings and small audience 
earned by the low-profile 
Discovery Health channel 
it replaced. “I would abso¬ 
lutely say it is and was not 
where I want it to be for 
year one," Winfrey said. 
“My focus up until (last) 
May was doing what I do 
best, which is ‘The Oprah 
Winfrey Show,’ and giving 
that my full attention” until 
its conclusion. 

But Winfrey, who said man¬ 
agement team errors in 
planning and execution 
could serve as a caution¬ 
ary tale (“I was never in¬ 
terested in writing a book. 
... THIS could be a book”), 
rejects the idea that a sin¬ 
gle year's performance will 
determine OWN’s ultimate 
fate. Or hers. 

“Somebody was talking 
to me in that kind of sad¬ 
dened, ‘How are you?’ 
tone, and I was thinking, 
‘I’m fine,”’ said Winfrey, 57, 
who ruled as the queen of 
daytime TV until she ended 
her talk show after 25 years 
and turned her attention to 


the channel. 

“I realized the reason peo¬ 
ple have this tone is they're 
reading all the press (about 
OWN), so you see me and 
wonder if I can still walk. 
... I am a determined and 
committed woman. I don’t 
give up. I’m just getting 
started,” she said in a re¬ 
cent interview. 

One bonus of being Oprah: 
She has received pep talks 
from other media movers 
and shakers. 

“Everybody has told me 
— Ted Turner has told me, 
Barry Diller has told me, 
Lome Michaels has told 
me, David Geffen has told 
me — anybody who’s ever 
worked with a channel, 
who's ever done anything, 
has said it takes three to five 
years,” she said, adding, 
“You have to do the work. 
... You do not have to pay 
attention to the criticism.” 
Year two for OWN will re¬ 
flect executive changes 
made last July, when Win¬ 
frey expanded her role at 
the channel by adding 
the roles of chief executive 
and chief creative officer 
to her position as chair¬ 
man. Discovery Communi¬ 
cations COO Peter Liguori 
had filled in as interim head 
after OWN CEO Christina 
Norman was dismissed in 
the wake of poor ratings.Q 
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Going home again 



Keynes was 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Rod Dreher grew up in St. Fran¬ 
cisville, La., a town of about 
1,700 people 30 minutes north¬ 
west of Bafon Rouge. He left for 
college and fhen lived in Wash¬ 
ington, New York, Miami, Dallas 
and Philadelphia, working as a 
writer for various magazines, a 
newspaper and a foundation. 
His younger sister, Ruthie, went 
to LSU, returned to St. Francisville 
as a middle-school teacher and 
married an Iraq war veteran 
who worked as a fireman. On 
Feb. 22, 2010, Ruthie, who was 
40 then, was diagnosed with a 
virulent form of cancer. She fold 
her brother that she was afraid 
that her three young girls would 
be angry with God for taking her 
from them: “We can’t have an¬ 
ger,’’ she told him. “Make sure 
nobody is angry at the doc¬ 
tors, either. They couldn’t have 
caught it earlier.’’ 

The entire town rallied around 
her. There were cookouts to 
raise money for her medical 
care. Ruthie met a woman 
named Stephanie when they 
were both getting chemother¬ 
apy. Stephanie continued to 
accompany Ruthie to the hospi¬ 
tal even after her own round of 
treatments was finished. 

April 10, 2010, was officially Ruth¬ 
ie Leming Day in St. Francisville. 
More than half the town went 
to a fundraising concert. Some¬ 
body took a camper-trailer to 
the concert so Ruthie would 
have a place to rest and take 
oxygen. 

Dreher, one of the country’s 
most interesting bloggers, cap¬ 
tured Ruthie’s illness in real time. 
“It’s so beautiful to see it’s almost 
painful,’’ he wrote the night of 
the concert, “and so unreal in its 
generosity that you think it must 
have been a movie.’’ 

As Ruthie’s illness worsened, Dre- 
her’s grief would be mixed with 
something else. “The outpouring 
- an eruption, really - of good¬ 
ness and charity from the peo¬ 
ple of our town has been quite 
simply stunning,” he blogged. 
“The acts of aid and comfort 
have been ceaseless, often re¬ 
ducing our parents to tears of 
shock and awe.” 

She died Sept. 15. More than 
1,000 people signed the guest 
book at the funeral, Dreher re¬ 
ported. Mike, her husband who 
had wrenched his back trying to 
perform CPR on her, stood for 


hours by the open coffin as peo¬ 
ple filed past. Since Ruthie liked 
to go barefoot, the pallbearers 
took off their shoes, rolled up 
their pants and carried the cof¬ 
fin to the grave in bare feet. 
During the wake, Dreher and his 
wife received an email inform¬ 
ing them that the deal for a 
farmhouse they had hoped to 
rent in Bucks County, Pa., had 
fallen through. They were sur¬ 
prised as waves of relief swept 
over them. 

Then a thought occurred. May¬ 
be they should leave the Phila¬ 
delphia area and move back to 
Louisiana. “Standing in Ruthie’s 
kitchen the day after she died, 
laughing with all of Mike’s friends 
who had surrounded him to 
hold him up (‘We’re leaning, but 
we’re leaning on each other,’ 
Mike later said), I thought, ‘Even 
with all the sadness, there’s no 
place else in the world I’d rather 
be.’” 

They considered the practicali¬ 
ties. They wondered if fhey were 
experiencing a passing emotion 
from a traumatic event. To their 
great astonishment, they decid¬ 
ed to make the move. 

They wanted to be enmeshed in 
a tight community. They wanted 
to be around Ruthie’s daugh¬ 
ters, and they wanted their kids 
to be able to go deer hunting 
with Mike. They wanted to be 
where the family had been for 
five generations and participate 
in the rituals ranging from Mardi 
Gras fo LSU foofball. They decid¬ 
ed to accept the limitations of 
small-town life in exchange for 
the privilege of being a part of 
a community. 

They moved in just before Christ¬ 
mas. For the past many years, 
Ruthie and her mother had a 
tradition of going to a nearby 
cemetery on Christmas Eve to 
put candles on all the graves. 
This year, with Ruthie in that 
cemetery, her mother was too 
sad to do it. But, as she was driv¬ 
ing by the cemetery that night, 
she noticed little flames dotting 
the graveyard. 

She called Dreher, sobbing. 
“You’ve got to find out who did 
this for us. ... Whoever it is, they 
will never know what this meant 
to me. They will never, ever 
know.” 

It turns out that it was a neigh¬ 
bor named Susan Harvey Wy- 
more, who learned that Ruthie’s 
mother would be unable to light 
the cemetery and did it for her. 
Dreher is a writer for The Ameri¬ 
can Conservative and is part 
of a communitarian conserva¬ 
tive tradition that goes back to 
thinkers like Russell Kirk and Rob¬ 
ert Nisbet. Forty years ago, Kirk 
led one of the two great poles 
of conservatism. It existed in 
creative tension with the other 
great pole, Milton Friedman’s 
free-market philosophy. 

In recent decades, the com¬ 
munitarian conservatism has 
become less popular while the 
market conservatism domi¬ 
nates. But that doesn’t make 
Kirk’s insights into small towns, 
traditions and community any 
less true, as Rod Dreher so pow¬ 
erfully rediscovered.□ 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

“The boom, not the slump, is 
the right time for austerity at 
the Treasury.” So declared John 
Maynard Keynes in 1937, even 
as FDR was about to prove him 
right by trying to balance the 
budget too soon, sending the 
U.S. economy-which had been 
steadily recovering up to that 
point - into a severe recession. 
Slashing government spend¬ 
ing in a depressed economy 
depresses the economy fur¬ 
ther; austerity should wait until 
a strong recovery is well under 
way. 

Unfortunately, in late 2010 and 
early 2011, politicians and poli¬ 
cymakers in much of the West¬ 
ern world believed that they 
knew better, that we should 
focus on deficits, not jobs, even 
though our economies had 
barely begun to recover from 
the slump that followed the fi¬ 
nancial crisis. And by acting on 
that anti-Keynesian belief, they 
ended up proving Keynes right 
all over again. 

In declaring Keynesian eco¬ 
nomics vindicated, I am, of 
course, at odds with conven¬ 
tional wisdom. In Washington, 
in particular, the failure of the 
Obama stimulus package to 
produce an employment boom 
is generally seen as having 


proved that government spend¬ 
ing can’t create jobs. But those 
of us who did the math realized, 
right from the beginning, that 
the Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 (more fhan a fhird 
of which, by fhe way, took the 
relatively ineffective form of tax 
cuts) was much too small given 
the depth of the slump. And we 
also predicted the resulting po¬ 
litical backlash. 

So the real test of Keynesian 
economics hasn’t come from 
fhe half-hearted efforts of fhe 
U.S. federal government to 
boost the economy, which were 
largely offset by cuts at the state 
and local levels. It has, instead, 
come from European nations 
like Greece and Ireland that 
had to impose savage fiscal 
austerity as a condition for re¬ 
ceiving emergency loans - and 
have suffered Depression-level 
economic slumps, with real GDP 
in both countries down by dou¬ 
ble digits. 

This wasn’t supposed to hap¬ 
pen, according to the ideol¬ 
ogy that dominates much of 
our political discourse. In March 
2011, the Republican staff of 
Congress’ Joint Economic Com¬ 
mittee released a report titled 
“Spend Less, Owe Less, Grow 
the Economy.” It ridiculed con¬ 
cerns that cutting spending in a 
slump would worsen that slump, 
arguing that spending cuts 
would improve consumer and 
business confidence, and that 
this might well lead to faster, not 
slower, growth. 

They should have known better 
even at the time: The alleged 
historical examples of “expan¬ 
sionary austerity” they used to 
make their case had already 
been thoroughly debunked. 
And there was also the embar- 


right 

rassing fact that many on the 
right had prematurely declared 
Ireland a success story, demon¬ 
strating the virtues of spending 
cuts, in mid-2010, only to see the 
Irish slump deepen and what¬ 
ever confidence investors might 
have felt evaporate. 

Amazingly, by the way, it hap¬ 
pened all over again this year. 
There were widespread procla¬ 
mations that Ireland had turned 
the corner, proving that auster¬ 
ity works - and then the numbers 
came in, and they were as dis¬ 
mal as before. 

Yet the insistence on immedi¬ 
ate spending cuts continued 
to dominate the political land¬ 
scape, with malign effects on 
the U.S. economy. True, there 
weren’t major new austerity 
measures at the federal level, 
buf fhere was a lot of “passive” 
austerity as the Obama stimulus 
faded ouf and cash-sfrapped 
state and local governments 
continued to cut. 

Now, you could argue that 
Greece and Ireland had no 
choice about imposing auster¬ 
ity, or, at any rate, no choices 
other than defaulting on their 
debts and leaving the euro. But 
another lesson of 2011 was fhat 
America did and does have a 
choice; Washington may be 
obsessed with the deficit, but fi¬ 
nancial markets are, if anything, 
signaling that we should borrow 
more. 

Again, this wasn’t supposed to 
happen. We entered 2011 amid 
dire warnings about a Greek- 
style debt crisis that would hap¬ 
pen as soon as the Federal Re¬ 
serve stopped buying bonds, or 
the rating agencies ended our 
triple-A status, or the superdup- 
ercommittee failed fo reach a 
deal, or something.□ 






















Saturday, December 31, 2011 


32 IFEATURE 



In Costa Rica, palms, tiles and cane 




Beth and Fin Ewing 

(Courtesy of the Ewing family via The New York Times) 


A handmade dining table is by Walter Ugalde, a local artisan with chairs of 
woven sea grass from San Jose, the capital, at the vacation home of Beth and 
Fin Ewing in Punta Islita on the Guanacaste coast in Costa Rica. The Ewing’s 
used local materials, like dried palm leaves, to build the home as a three- 
building compound on the Pacific coast. 

(Tito Herrera/The New York Times) 


LIZA FOREMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
ISLITA, Costa Rica - In 2004, 
Beth Ewing and her family 
flew from their home in Dal¬ 
las to a group holiday on the 
Guanacaste coast, a re¬ 
mote zone of verdant farms 
and national park land in 
northwest Costa Rica. They 
fell in love, and quickly. 
“My husband was hesitant 
about coming along,” Ew¬ 
ing said, “but all of a sud¬ 
den we came around the 
ocean and landed in this 
distant field and we were 
like, ‘Oh, my gosh.’” Just 
one month later, the Ew¬ 
ings purchased a 1-acre 
property on Guanacaste. 
They also retained a Cos¬ 
ta Rican-based architect 
named Ronald Zuercher, 
the brother of the seller 
and the designer of a Four 
Seasons resort three hours 
away, to build them a va¬ 
cation home. Total cost of 
land and construction: $1.2 
million. The project did not 
go easily at first. 

“We started building in May 
of 2005, which is the worst 
possible month because it 
marks the beginning of the 
rainy season,” Ewing said. 
“The roads were all dirt, you 
couldn’t get trucks up here, 
and there were huge guts 
in the road.” 

Having returned to col¬ 
lege to study interior design 


and orange mountains. In 
the master bath, the white 
ceramic tub rests on tur¬ 
quoise Costa Rican tiles, 
and a branch resembling 
deer antlers serves as a 
towel rack. 

“We used a lot of recycled 
local wood in the home, 
and Walter found incred¬ 
ible old free trunks and 
came up with this idea for 
the rail,” Beth Ewing said, 
referring to Walter Ugalde, 
a local artisan, who made 
the furniture. 

The walkway, which has a 
bitter-cane roof, leads from 
the master suite to anoth¬ 
er separate building with 
three bedrooms and to the 
third building, which con¬ 
tains an elongated kitchen 
with counters topped with 
locally made mosaics and 
cabinets with dark cane 
doors. This structure also 
has the combined dining 
and living room, with high 
ceilings and both indoor 
and outdoor seating areas 
that are filled wifh safari- 
sfyle sofas featuring thick 
wooden frames and white 
cotton covers. 

The combined space is 
also decorated with large 
shells and lamps construct¬ 
ed from beach finds, and 
includes something rare 
in the Ewings’ house - a 
nonlocal element. It's a rug, 
from Morocco. □ 


before the purchase, she 
found herself with a real- 
life project. “In the early 
stages, I even flew one of 
my teachers down to Costa 
Rica,” she said. 

The plans, completed in 
a little more than a year, 
called for a four-bedroom 
home set out in three main 
buildings, all along a central 


with a thick crop of pal- 
mas (cut and dried palm 
leaves), hanging from the 
eaves in bountiful bunches, 
protruding like a hula danc¬ 
er’s skirt. The thatched roof 
also features palm leaves 
in a tight-knit Nicaraguan 
style that crown the central 
part of the home like a crop 
of unbendable hair. 


you get the effect.” 
Throughout the construc¬ 
tion, her goal was local au¬ 
thenticity. The floors in most 
of the house are covered 
in terra-cotta tiles from Ni¬ 
caragua, which borders 
Guanacaste. And many of 
the ceilings are made of 
the stalks of a plant called 
cana brava, or bitter cane. 


The vacation home of Beth and Fin Ewing in Punta Islita on the Guanacaste coast in Costa Rica. 
(Tito Herrera/The New York Times) 


walkway. The family includ¬ 
ed Ewing, 51; her husband, 
Fin, 53, an automobile deal¬ 
er; and their children, Finley, 
22; Charlie, 20; and Gail, 16. 
The home’s terra-cotta- 
colored facade is adorned 


“We wanted to keep our 
house neutral and at the 
same time consistent with 
the environment but want¬ 
ed a bit of punch,” Beth 
Ewing said. “From afar you 
can’t see it, but up close 


The master bedroom, in a 
separate building along 
with the master bathroom, 
features a strikingly colorful 
artwork - by Luis Chacon, 
a local artist - with a yellow 
sky, blue clouds and pink 































